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U.S. FOREIGN-TRADE ZONES 
 
 
Foreign-trade zones are secure areas under supervision of U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
(CBP) that are considered outside the customs territory of the United States for the purposes of 
duty payment. Authority for establishing these facilities is granted by the Foreign-Trade Zones 
(FTZ) Board under the Foreign-Trade Zones Act of 1934, as amended (19 U.S.C. §§81a-81u), and 
the Board’s regulations (15 C.F.R. Part 400). The Executive Secretariat of the Board is located 
within Enforcement and Compliance of the U.S. Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C. 

 
Foreign and domestic merchandise may, subject to FTZ Board and CBP regulations, be moved 
into zones for operations not otherwise prohibited by law involving storage, exhibition, assembly, 
manufacturing, and processing. All zone activity is subject to public interest review, and all 
production activity requires a case-by-case review. Under zone procedures, the usual formal 
customs entry procedure and payment of duties are not required on the foreign merchandise unless 
and until it enters customs territory for domestic consumption, in which case the importer may 
have a choice of paying duties either on the original foreign materials or the finished product. 
Domestic goods moved into a zone for export are considered exported upon entering the zone for 
purposes of excise tax rebates and drawback. The benefits obtained through FTZ procedures help 
encourage U.S. activity, employment and value added, often in competition with foreign 
alternatives. FTZ sites and activities remain within the jurisdiction of federal, state and local 
governments and agencies. 

 
A foreign-trade zone is created when a local organization, such as a city, county or port authority, 
applies to the FTZ Board for a grant to establish and operate a zone to serve a specifically defined 
geographic area. Upon approval of the zone by the FTZ Board, the organization becomes known 
as the FTZ “grantee”. Grantees are then able to submit applications to the FTZ Board to establish 
FTZ sites or subzones for use by companies in that area.  Under the FTZ Act, grantees are 
required to operate their zones as “public utilities” and provide “uniform treatment under like 
conditions” to companies using the zone. 

 
The regulations of the Foreign-Trade Zones Board are published in the Code of Federal 
Regulations at Title 15, Part 400 (15 C.F.R. Part 400), and the regulations of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection concerning zones are published in the Code of Federal Regulations at Title 
19, Part 146 (19 C.F.R. Part 146). Information on foreign-trade zones is available of the FTZ 
Web site at: http://www.trade.gov/ftz. 
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 INTRODUCTION 

 
This document constitutes the report of the Foreign-Trade Zones (FTZ) Board to the Congress of the 
United States pursuant to 19 U.S.C. §81p(c). Unless otherwise noted, the data contained in this report 
pertains to FTZ activity during the 2024 calendar year. 
 
During the year, the FTZ Board received and docketed 62 requests, and issued 63 decisions. The FTZ 
Board’s decisions included the reorganization or expansion of four zones under the alternative site 
framework (ASF), as well as decisions on 49 applications and notifications for new or expanded 
production authority. Under delegated authority, the FTZ Board Staff processed an additional 230 
requests that primarily included minor boundary modifications.   
 
There were 199 FTZs active during the year, with a total of 381 active production operations. Nearly 
543,000 persons were employed within 1,300 active FTZ operations during the year. The value of 
shipments into zones totaled nearly $964 billion, compared with $949 billion the previous year 
(Appendix A). About 67 percent of the shipments received at zones involved domestic status 
merchandise. The levels of domestic status merchandise used by FTZ operations – 80% for production 
operations and 46% for warehouse/distribution operations – indicates that FTZ activity tends to involve 
domestic operations that include significant domestic inputs alongside foreign inputs. 
 
Warehouse/distribution operations received over $374 billion in merchandise while production 
operations received nearly $590 billion (61 percent of zone activity). The largest industries accounting 
for zone production activity include the automotive, oil refining, machinery/equipment and 
pharmaceutical sectors. The main foreign-origin products received at zones are listed in Appendix B.    
 
Exports (shipments to foreign countries) from facilities operating under FTZ procedures amounted to 
over $133 billion (Appendix A). The export figures do not include certain indirect exports involving 
FTZ merchandise that undergoes further processing in the United States at non-FTZ sites prior to export. 
 
Appendix C contains lists of the Top 25 zones and states for FTZ merchandise received and exported 
during the year. In addition, information on FTZ activity by state, as well as within each zone, is 
available in Appendix D.1  
      
The FTZ Board’s notices on applications as well as information on specific zone sites can be found on 
the FTZ Board’s website (www.trade.gov/ftz) under “Online FTZ Information System (OFIS).” In 
addition, the website contains contact information for each zone, a summary of all Board Orders, lists of 
Staff-level cases and other reference materials. 

 
1   The data by state and by zone in Appendix D is reported in ranges because it incorporates business-proprietary 
information. 
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Figure 1: Merchandise Received
2004-2024

Foreign Status Domestic Status* Total

   
* “Domestic status merchandise” includes both domestic-origin items and foreign-origin items that have 
been entered for consumption (duty-paid) prior to FTZ admission. 
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Figure 2: Exports
(2004-2024)
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Figure 3: Domestic Status* Merchandise Ratio
(As percent of Total Merchandise Received)

(2004-2024)

Percent 

Billion $ 

  * “Domestic status merchandise” includes both domestic-origin items and foreign-origin items that 
have been entered for consumption (duty-paid) prior to FTZ admission. 
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Figure 4: Employment in FTZs by Year 

 (2015-2024) 
 

 
 
 
 

Figure 5: New Subzones/Site Designations 
(2015-2024) 
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APPENDIX A: 
SUMMARY STATISTICS 

2020 – 2024 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS, 2020 – 2024 
($ billion) 

 
  

  2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 
       
Merchandise Received  624.9 835.6 1,011.3 948.8 963.8 
  Warehouse/Distribution 283.7 369.8 387.4 363.9 374.0 
  Production 341.2 465.8 623.9 584.9 589.8 
         
  % Production 55% 56% 62% 62% 61% 
       
Foreign Status Inputs  254.2 293.7 329.1 307.6 322.6 
  Warehouse/Distribution 165.0 186.9 200.6 189.8 203.4 
  Production 89.2 106.8 128.5 117.8 119.2 
         
Domestic Status Inputs1 370.6 541.9 682.2 641.2 641.2 
  Warehouse/Distribution 118.6 182.9 186.9 174.1 170.7 
  Production 252.0 359.0 495.3 467.1 470.5 
         
Domestic Status Inputs Ratio 59% 65% 67% 68% 67% 
  Warehouse/Distribution 42% 49% 48% 48% 46% 
  Production 74% 77% 79% 80% 80% 
         
Exports2   94.2 123.6 161.9 148.8 133.5 
  Warehouse/Distribution 39.4 47.3 56.5 53.0 50.3 
  Production 54.8 76.3 105.4 95.8 83.3 
         
Number of Approved FTZs3 261 258 259 261 260 
         
Active FTZs4  195 197 197 200 199 

 

1 Domestic status merchandise includes both domestic-origin items and foreign-origin items that have been 
entered for consumption (duty-paid) prior to FTZ admission. 
 
2 Export figures are based on material inputs and do not include value added. 
 
3 The number of approved FTZs is the sum of all zones approved by the FTZ Board, minus those that have 
lapsed or been terminated. 
 
4 Active FTZs have at least one site or subzone in operation.
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APPENDIX B: 
MAIN FOREIGN-STATUS PRODUCTS 

RECEIVED IN U.S. FTZs 
2024 
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MAIN FOREIGN-STATUS PRODUCTS RECEIVED IN U.S. FTZs 
($ million) 

 
 

 
WAREHOUSE/DISTRIBUTION OPERATORS                            PRODUCTION OPERATORS 
 

                                                            
 
 
 
 

Consumer Electronics  55,189   Vehicle Parts  22,836  
Vehicles  35,261   Crude Oil  20,963  
Electrical Machinery & Equipment  30,124   Pharmaceutical Products  20,083  
Other Electronics Products/Parts  26,187   Machinery/Equipment  14,039  
Other Consumer Products  19,283   Petroleum Products  12,161  
Textiles/Footwear/Leather  13,706   Vehicles  8,285  
Petroleum Products  7,008   Petrochemical Products  7,279  
Vehicle Parts  6,534   Consumer Electronics  7,227  
Machinery/Equipment  6,440   Chemical Products  2,059  
Pharmaceutical Products  5,904   Electrical Machinery & Equipment  2,032  
Other Metals/Minerals  5,125   Iron/Steel  1,507  
Beverages/Spirits  2,813   Other Electronics Products/Parts  1,011  
Ships/Boats  2,390   Other Consumer Products  772  
Chemical Products  1,646   Other Metals/Minerals  712  
Optical, Photographic and Medical Instruments  1,353   Aircraft/Spacecraft  622  
Iron/Steel  783   Fragrances/Cosmetics  348  
Plastic/Rubber Products  602   Stone/Plaster/Cement/Ceramics  285  
Food Products  571   Textiles/Footwear/Leather  261  
Petrochemical Products  402   Plastic/Rubber Products  217  
Tobacco Products  256   Optical, Photographic and Medical Instruments  201  
Aircraft/Spacecraft  240   Food Products  165  
Fragrances/Cosmetics  191   Ships/Boats  129  
Rail Cars, Parts & Equipment  120   Advanced Fiber Materials  63  
Wood/Paper/Printed Articles  85   Beverages/Spirits  42  
Crude Oil  80   Dyes/Pigments/Paints  22  
Advanced Fiber Materials  58   Arms/Ammunition  17  
Stone/Plaster/Cement/Ceramics  31   Wood/Paper/Printed Articles  8  
Fats/Oils  19   Fats/Oils  1  
Arms/Ammunition  5     

  Dyes/Pigments/Paints  0.3            
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EXPORTS – TOP 25 
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MERCHANDISE RECEIVED AND EXPORTS – TOP 25 
 
 

 
Top 25 States for FTZ Activity 

 
                                        Merchandise Received                   Exports 

 
 State/Territory   State/Territory 
1  Texas  1  Texas 
2  California  2  Louisiana 
3  Louisiana  3  Florida 
4  Illinois  4  South Carolina 
5  Tennessee  5  California 
6  Pennsylvania  6  Alabama 
7  Kentucky  7  North Carolina 
8  New York  8  Indiana 
9  North Carolina  9  Puerto Rico 

10  South Carolina  10  Mississippi 
11  Indiana  11  Tennessee 
12  Puerto Rico  12  Arizona 
13  Arizona  13  New Mexico 
14  Alabama  14  Massachusetts 
15  Ohio  15  Kentucky 
16  Florida  16  New Jersey 
17  New Jersey  17  Pennsylvania 
18  Washington  18  Ohio 
19  Mississippi  19  Washington 
20  Maryland  20  Georgia 
21  Georgia  21  Alaska 
22  Delaware  22  Hawaii 
23  Nevada  23  Michigan 
24  Hawaii  24  Oregon 
25  Wisconsin  25  Missouri 
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Top 25 States by Type of FTZ Activity 
  
              Warehouse/Distribution Activity     Production Activity 
 
  Merchandise Received                Exports     Merchandise Received              Exports 
 

 State/Territory   State/Territory   State/Territory   State/Territory 
1  California  1  Texas  1  Texas  1  Texas 
2  Texas  2  South Carolina  2  Louisiana  2  Louisiana 
3  Illinois  3  Florida  3  California  3  Alabama 
4  Louisiana  4  Louisiana  4  North Carolina  4  California 
5  Pennsylvania  5  California  5  Kentucky  5  North Carolina 
6  Tennessee  6  New Mexico  6  Alabama  6  Puerto Rico 
7  New York  7  Arizona  7  Illinois  7  Indiana 
8  Florida  8  Pennsylvania  8  South Carolina  8  Mississippi 
9  Ohio  9  Indiana  9  Indiana  9  Florida 
10  Arizona  10  New Jersey  10  Tennessee  10  Tennessee 
11  Georgia  11  Tennessee  11  Puerto Rico  11  South Carolina 
12  South Carolina  12  Mississippi  12  Washington  12  Kentucky 
13  Maryland  13  Alaska  13  Mississippi  13  Massachusetts 
14  Puerto Rico  14  North Carolina  14  New York  14  Ohio 
15  Indiana  15  Hawaii  15  New Jersey  15  Oregon 
16  Kentucky  16  Washington  16  Arizona  16  Arizona 
17  New Jersey  17  Massachusetts  17  Ohio  17  Missouri 
18  Washington  18  Iowa  18  Pennsylvania  18  New Jersey 
19  Wisconsin  19  Michigan  19  Delaware  19  Georgia 
20  North Carolina  20  Georgia  20  Florida  20  Washington 
21  Iowa  21  Ohio  21  Maryland  21  Michigan 
22  Nevada  22  Minnesota  22  Nevada  22  Nevada 
23  New Mexico  23  Puerto Rico  23  Hawaii  23  Illinois 
24  Alaska  24  Idaho  24  Georgia  24  Wisconsin 
25  Mississippi  25  Maryland  25  Michigan  25  Virginia 
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Top 25 by Zone (Warehouse/Distribution Activity) 
 
 
                    Merchandise Received                     Exports 
   

 Zone Location   Zone Location 
1 22 Chicago, Illinois  1 21 Dorchester County, South Carolina 
2 124 Gramercy, Louisiana  2 124 Gramercy, Louisiana 
3 202 Los Angeles, California  3 68 El Paso, Texas 
4 78 Nashville, Tennessee  4 150 El Paso, Texas 
5 1 New York, New York  5 281 Miami-Dade County, Florida 
6 24 Pittston, Pennsylvania  6 197 Doña Ana County, New Mexico 
7 138 Franklin County, Ohio  7 12 McAllen, Texas 
8 74 Baltimore, Maryland  8 62 Brownsville, Texas 
9 50 Long Beach, California  9 75 Phoenix, Arizona 

10 21 Dorchester County, South Carolina  10 25 Broward County, Florida 
11 147 Berks County, Pennsylvania  11 135 Palm Beach County, Florida 
12 168 Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas  12 202 Los Angeles, California 
13 75 Phoenix, Arizona  13 72 Indianapolis, Indiana 
14 72 Indianapolis, Indiana  14 94 Laredo, Texas 
15 149 Freeport, Texas  15 147 Berks County, Pennsylvania 
16 39 DFW Airport, Texas  16 49 Newark/Elizabeth, New Jersey 
17 68 El Paso, Texas  17 171 Liberty County, Texas 
18 144 Brunswick, Georgia  18 241 Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
19 49 Newark/Elizabeth, New Jersey  19 84 Houston, Texas 
20 231 Stockton, California  20 143 Sacramento, California 
21 29 Louisville, Kentucky  21 160 Anchorage, Alaska 
22 61 San Juan, Puerto Rico  22 9 Honolulu, Hawaii 
23 84 Houston, Texas  23 287 Tunica County, Mississippi 
24 26 Atlanta, Georgia  24 27 Boston, Massachusetts 
25 25 Broward County, Florida  25 39 DFW Airport, Texas 
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Top 25 Production Operations 
 
 
                    Merchandise Received                             Exports 
   

 Zone Company   Zone Company 
1 93C Merck Sharp & Dohme LLC  1 115B ExxonMobil Oil Corporation 
2 84O ExxonMobil  2 98A Mercedes-Benz U.S. International, Inc. 
3 149C Phillips 66 Company  3 93C Merck Sharp & Dohme LLC 
4 116A Motiva Enterprises LLC  4 7K Lilly del Caribe, Inc. 
5 154A Exxon Corporation  5 122J Valero Refining Co. 
6 124E Marathon Petroleum Company  6 199A Marathon Petroleum Company LP 
7 115B ExxonMobil Oil Corporation  7 154A Exxon Corporation  
8 18G Tesla, Inc.  8 124E Marathon Petroleum Company 
9 199A Marathon Petroleum Company LP  9 92D Chevron Corp. 

10 38A BMW Manufacturing Company, LLC  10 87B CITGO Petroleum Corporation 
11 87B CITGO Petroleum Corporation  11 177A AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals, LP 
12 121 GE Vernova  12 84O ExxonMobil 
13 92D Chevron Corp.  13 193A Catalent Pharma Solutions, LLC 
14 129A West Coast Products LLC  14 18F Lam Research Corporation 
15 98A Mercedes-Benz U.S. International, Inc.  15 122X Cheniere Energy, Inc. 
16 29E Toyota Motor Manufacturing Kentucky, Inc.  16 18G Tesla, Inc. 
17 50H Marathon Petroleum Company LP  17 38A BMW Manufacturing Company, LLC 
18 177B Toyota Motor Manufacturing  18 27R Wyeth Pharmaceuticals, LLC 
19 3B Chevron Products Company  19 3B Chevron Products Company 
20 122J Valero Refining Co.  20 177B Toyota Motor Manufacturing 
21 116B Total Petrochemicals & Refining USA, Inc.  21 116C Premcor Refining Group 
22 202B Chevron Products Co.  22 124A Valero Refining-New Orleans L.L.C. 
23 222A Hyundai Motor  23 134 VWGoA Inc 
24 116C Premcor Refining Group  24 87A Phillips 66 Company 
25 47C GE Engine Services Distribution LLC  25 29E Toyota Motor Manufacturing Kentucky 
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APPENDIX D: 
FTZ ACTIVITY BY STATE/TERRITORY 

2024  
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REFERENCE 
 
 

Product Categories Used in Appendices B and D 
 

Advanced Fiber Materials 
Arms/Ammunition 
Aircraft/Spacecraft 
Beverages/Spirits 

Chemical Products 
Consumer Electronics 

Crude Oil 
Dyes/Pigments/Paints 

Electrical Machinery & Equipment 
Fats/Oils 

Food Products 
Fragrances/Cosmetics 

Iron/Steel 
Machinery/Equipment 

Optical, Photographic and Medical Instruments 
Other Consumer Products 

Other Electronics Products/Parts 
Other Metals/Minerals 

Petrochemicals 
Petroleum Products 

Pharmaceutical Products 
Plastic/Rubber Products 

Rail Cars, Parts and Equipment 
Ships/Boats 

Stone/Plaster/Cement/Ceramics 
Textiles/Footwear/Leather 

Tobacco Products 
Vehicle Parts 

Vehicles 
Wood/Paper/Printed Articles 
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Merchandise Value Ranges Used in Appendix D  
 
 

$0-.5 mil 
                                     $.5-1 mil 

                       $1-5 mil 
                    $5-10 mil 
                  $10-25 mil 
                $25-50 mil 
               $50-75 mil 

              $75-100 mil 
              $100-250 mil 

           $250-500 mil 
            $500-750 mil 

           $750-1,000 mil 
         $1,000-5,000 mil 
      $5,000-10,000 mil 
  $10,000-25,000 mil 
  $25,000-50,000 mil 
  $50,000-75,000 mil 

 $75,000-100,000 mil 
$>100,000 mil 

                             
 
      
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Employment Ranges Used in Appendix D 
 
 

1-25 
26-50 
51-75 

76-100 
101-150 
151-250 
251-500 
501-750 

751-1,000 
1,001-1,250 
1,251-1,500 
1,501-2,000 
2,001-2,500 
2,501-3,000 
3,001-4,000 

then by ranges of 1,000 
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