SITE INDEX g EN E ENT AND PLIAN Eg SEA

Japan Mutual Understandin On Patents (1994)
Mutual Understandin

between

the Japanese Patent Office

and

the United States Patent and Trademark Office
Actions to be taken by Japan:

1. By July 1, 1995, the Japanese Patent Office (JPO) will permit forei n nationals to file patent applications in the
En lish lan ua e, with a translation into Japanese to follow within two months.

2. Prior to the rant of a patent, the JPO will permit the correction of translation errors up to the time allowed for
the reply to the first substantive communication from the JPO.

3. After the rant of a patent, the JPO will permit the correction of translation errors to the extent that the
correction does not substantially extend the scope of protection.

4. Appropriate fees may be char ed by the JPO for the above procedures.
MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING ON PATENTS*

[January 20, 1994]

Cite as 33 I.L.M. 313 (1994)

I.L.M. Content Summary

TEXT OF UNDERSTANDING - I.L.M. Pa e 313

Actions to be taken by Japan [Japan will permit forei n nationals to file patent applications in En lish with
translations to follow; corrections of translation errors; fees]

Actions to be taken by the U.S. [The U.S. will extend the term of a patent from 17 to 20 years]
[Done on 20 January 1994] [Si natures]

January 20, 1994

Mutual Understandin

between

the Japanese Patent Office

and

the United States Patent and Trademark Office

Actions to be taken by the U.S.:

1. By June 1, 1994, the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) will introduce le islation to amend
U.S. patent law to chan e the term of patents from 17 years from the date of rant of a patent for an invention g
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to 20 yea oMt e date o ilingo t e i tco lete application.

2. T elegi lationt att e USPTO will int oduce all take e ect ix nt o t edateo enact ntand all
apply to all application iled int e United State t e eate.

3.Paagap 2 euie tatt ete o all contynuing application (continuation , continuation -in-pa t and
divi ional ), iled ix nt ate enact nto t e above legi lation, be counted o t e ilingdateo t e

ea lie t- iled o any application invoked unde 35 U.S.C. 120. 0 €
Wata u A ou
Co ione o e

Japane e Patent Ofice
B uce A. Le n

A i'tant Sec eta y o Co ce and Co ione o Patent and T ade k United State Patent and
T ade k Ofice

TANC offers tHese agreements electronically as a public service for general reference. Every effort has been made to
ensure that the text presented is complete and accurate. However, copies needed for legal purposes should be
obtaineg from official archives maintained by the appropriate agency. q





