SITE INDEX y EN E ENT AND PLIAN Ey SEA

Japan Actions To Be Taken B The Patent Offices (1994)
[Attachment]

EMBASSY OF JAPAN

WASHINGTON, D. C.

August 16,1994

Dear Secretar Brown:

I have the honor to refer to the recent discussions between the representatives of the Government of Japan and
the Government of the United States of America concerning the patent s stems of the two countries. I am
pleased to inform ou that the Government of Japan confirms that, on the basis of these discussions, the
Japanese Patent Office and the United States Patent and Trademark Office are to take the actions described in the
Attachment hereto. In some instances, the implementation of these measures will require approval of the
Japanese Diet or the U.S. Congress.

We look forward to working with ou on a regular basis on these and other matters of mutual interest in the field
of intellectual propert . These ongoing talks will allow the Working Group on Intellectual Propert or its successor
to meet annuall , or upon the request of either government, to discuss the implementation of the above actions.

I believe that the above-referenced actions and continued efforts will further promote the good relationship in the
field of intellectual propert between Japan and the United States of America.

Sincerel ,
The Honorable Ronald H. Brown Secretar of Commerce y
Attachment

Actions to be taken b the JPO: 1. (a) B April 1, 1995, in order to institute a revised opposition s stem b
Januar 1. 1996, the JPO is to introduce legislation to revise the opposition s stem.

(b) Under the revised s stem, oppositions in the revised s stem are to be consolidated and addressed in a single
proceeding to minimize the time spent during opposition.

(c) Multiple oppositions in the revised s stem are to be consolidated and addressed in a single proceeding to
minimize the time spent during opposition.

2. (a) B Januar 1, 1996, the JPO is to institute a revised s stem of accelerated examination.
(b) In the revised examination s stem:

(i) the JPO is to allow an applicant who has filed a patent application before a foreign national or regional
industrial propert office to request accelerated examination for a corresponding patent application filed in the
JPO:

(ii) applications are to be processed to grant or abandonment within 36 months from the date of the request for
accelerated examination;

(iii) the JPO ma require the applicant to submit a cop of a search report, issued b the above mentioned
national or regional industrial propert office separatel from or associated with its first substantive action on the
merits; and y



(iv) a fee e ceed hefeef rfili ga applicai may be charged i addi i he rmalfeef rfili ga
applica i may be charged i addi i he rmalfeef rrequesi ge ami ai bu worki g requireme
is beimp sed.

3. Other ha remedy a prac ice de ermi ed af er udicial radmi israive pr cess bea i-c mpeiive r
permi public -c mmercial use af erJuly 1 1995 he JPO is re dera arbirai decisi rderi g a
depe de pae c mpuls rylice se begra ed.

Aci s be ake by he USPTO:

2.(a) By Sep ember 30 1994 i rder i siuea "earlypublicai "sysembyla uaryl 1996 he
USPTO is i r duce legisla i make applica i s publicly available 18 mo hs af er hefili gdae f he
earlies filed applica i a refere ce  which is made u der 35 USC 119. 120 121 r 365.

(b)The USPTO is  make publicly available all applicai s filed af erJa uary 1 1996 ass as p ssible af er
he e pira i f18 mo hsfr m hefili gdae r wherepri riyisclaimedu der35USC 119 120 121 r 365

fr m he earlies pri ri y da e. The drawi g specificai .i cludi gclaims a d bibli graphici f rmai f he
applicai are be made available he public. Applicai s ha are | gerpe di ga dapplicai s
sub ec secre ary rders are be made publici y available.

2.(a)By Augus 1.1994 i rder i siuerevisedree ami ai pr ceduresbylJa uary 1 1996. he USPTO
is i r duce legisla i revise curre feeree ami ai pr eci pr cedures.

(b)The ewree ami ai pr ceduresare e pa d hegr u dsf rree ami ai i clude c mplia ce wi h all

aspecs f35USC 112 e cep f r he bes mode requireme

c)The ewree ami ai pr cedures are als e pa ddie pp ru iyfr hirdparies paricipaei avy
e ami eri erviewsa d submi wri e ¢ mme s he pa e wrer'sresp se ayaci i hepae
u derree ami ai

3. O her ha remedy a prac ice af er udicial radmi israive pr cess bea i-c mpeiive r permi
public -c mmercial use af er July 1. 1995 he USPTO is gra adepe de pae c mpuls rylice se.

THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE
Washi g D.C. 20230

Augus 16 1994

Dear Mr. Ambassad r:

I am pleased receivey urle er f day'sdaec cer i g hemeasures ha ur wog ver me s have
decided ake wi h respec hepae sysems f ur wcu ries.Iampleased i frmy u ha he
G over me f heU iedSaes fAmericaals ¢ firms ha heaci sdescribedi heA achme y ur
le erare be ake by he respecive ffices.

Wel kf rward woki gwihy u a regular basis a d he g i g alks which will all w he Worki g
Gr up rissuccess r mee a ually rup he reques fei herg ver me discuss he impleme ai
f heab veaci s.I believe ha heaci s f ur wog ver me sa dc i uedeff rs will fur her
pr m e heg drelai shipi hefield fi ellecual pr perybe wee Japa a d heU iedSaes f

America.

Si cerely

R ald H. Br wn
His E celle cy
Takakazu Kuri iyama

Ambassad r fJapaj



TANC offe e e geemen elec onic lly public e vice fo gene | efe ence. Eve y effo been made o
en ue e ex peenedi complee nd ccu e. Howeve,b copie needed fo leg | pu po e ould be
ob ined f om offici | ¢ ive main inedby e ppopi e gency.



