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Key Terms:  
International Travel Trade. International travel trade consists of 
transactions involving goods and services acquired by nonresidents while 
visiting another country. Non-U.S. residents purchasing goods and services 
while in the United States is export income for the U.S. economy. U.S. 
residents purchasing goods or services while outside the United States is 
export income for another country and a U.S. import. 
 
Travel Exports: 
U.S. travel exports totaled $233.5 billion in 2019. This compares to U.S. 
exports of consumer goods except food and automotive ($205.0 billion), 
automotive vehicles, parts, and engines ($162.5) and capital goods except 
automotive ($548.1) (see Chart 1). 

 

 

0
100
200
300
400
500
600

Capital goods
except

automotive

Industrial
supplies and

materials

Travel Consumer
goods except

food and
automotive

Other
business
services

Automotive
vehicles,

parts, and
engines

Financial
services

Foods, feeds,
and

beverages

Charges for
the use of

intellectual
property

Other
general

merchandise

$ Bil lions Top 10 U.S. Exports

Chart 1: Top Exports 2019 

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce 
 

From 2009 to 2019, U.S. travel exports increased 70% and from 2000 to 2019 increased 97%. In 2019, travel accounted 
for 9.2% of total U.S. exports and 26.7% of service exports. Since 2000, travel exports accounted for between 8.1% and 
10.9% of total U.S. exports of goods and services (see Chart 2).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 Travel Exports by the Numbers: 
 
U.S. Travel Exports: $233.5B 
 
Travel accounted for 9.2% of total U.S. 
exports.  
 
The U.S. holds the highest number of 
international travel receipts 
worldwide, with 14.7% share of global 
travel receipts.  
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Chart 2: Travel Exports as a percentage of Total Exports 

 
 

Travel Exports by Country: 
In 2019, China was the largest U.S. 

Table 1. Top U.S. Travel Exptravel export market ($31.3 billion 
and 13.4% of total U.S. travel 
exports), followed by Canada, 
Mexico, the United Kingdom and 

Rank Export Market India.   
1 China  

Together, the top 5 markets 2 Canada  
accounted for 42.4% of total U.S. 3 Mexico 

4 United Kingdom travel exports. The top 10 markets 
5 India accounted for 62.7% of total U.S. 
6 Japan travel. 
7 Brazil  

Travel is a top U.S. export to many 8 South Korea  
important trading partners. Travel 9 Australia 
accounts for 19.1% of total U.S. 10 Germany  
exports of goods and services to   Other Countries 
China, 10.5% of U.S. exports to the 
United Kingdom, and 23.8% of Source: U.S. Department of C
U.S. exports to India (see Table 1).   
 
 
 

ort Markets, 2019 
Share of U.S. 

Exports of 
Travel Exports Share of U.S. Goods and 

($ Billions) Travel Exports Services 
31.3 13.4% 19.1% 
20.6 8.8% 5.7% 
17.6 7.5% 6.1% 
15.5 6.6% 10.5% 
14.0 6.0% 23.8% 
12.9 5.5% 10.3% 
10.0 4.3% 14.9% 
9.0 3.9% 11.1% 
8.0 3.4% 16.5% 
7.5 3.2% 7.8% 
87.0 37.3% 8.0% 

ommerce 
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Travel exports in a Global Context:  
Worldwide, international travel exports (referred to 
as international tourism receipts by the UNWTO) 
totaled $1.5 trillion in 20181. The United States 
generated 14.7% of these receipts, more than any 
other country. The U.S. share of international 
tourism receipts was, in fact, larger than the next 
three-ranked nations combined: Spain (5.6%), France 
(4.5%) and Thailand (4.3%). 
 
Globally, the top 15 nations account for more than 
half (58.4%) of international tourism receipts (see 
Table 2). This is very similar to the combined share 
(59.2%) of the top 15 countries in 2010.   

The U.S. share of international tourism receipts in 
2018 (14.7%) was slightly larger than in 2010 (14%).  
Spain (No. 2) and France (No. 3) also maintained 
their rankings between 2010 and 2018.  

Outside the top 3 countries, there were significant 
changes in rankings among the remaining 12 leading 
countries. Two countries that were among the top 
15 in 2010 (Australia, No. 12) and Malaysia, No. 14) 
were not in the top 15 in 2018.  Meanwhile, Japan 
(No. 9) and India (No. 13), moved into the top 15 
countries in 2018 in terms of international tourism 
receipts.  

Of countries that remained in the top 15 countries in both 2010 and 2018, the biggest increase in ranking was Thailand 
and the biggest decrease was China. 

 

 

 

 

If you have questions or would like more information regarding the data in this fact sheet, please contact Christina Gay 
(Christina.Gay@trade.gov) 

 

 

 

 
1 Source: UNWTO: By Definition, UNWTWO definition of international travel receipts exclude passenger fares. 

Table 2. International Tourism Receipts, 2018 

  Country $ Billions Share 

Change in 
Rank since 

2010 
  World 1,451 100.0%   
1 United States 214.5 14.7% -- 
2 Spain 81.5 5.6% -- 
3 France 65.5 4.5% -- 
4 Thailand 63 4.3% ↑+8 
5 United Kingdom 51.9 3.5% ↑+1 
6 Italy  49.3 3.4% ↓ -1 
7 Australia 45 3.1% ↑+1 
8 Germany 43 2.9% ↓ -1 
9 Japan 42.1 2.9% ↑+9 
10 Macao (China) 40.5 2.8% -- 
11 China 40.4 2.8% ↓ -7 
12 Hong Kong 36.8 2.5% ↓ -1 
13 India 28.6 2.0% ↑+3 
14 Canada 26.4 1.8% ↑+1 
15 Turkey 25.2 1.7% ↓ -6 
  Top 15 853.7 58.4%   

Source: UNWTO 
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