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It over to
Ekert.
EKERT:

Jennifer, thank you.

welcome to everyone here today.
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experience, as well as fresh

\nd 1 think each of I thank

participating and joining the
ank you i1n advance for the great

you"re going to do in the next
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who is the CEO of Discover

-

5 our Vice Chair. Brad has
ich to the Board over the years,

Il be a very strong leader this

its establishment 1n 2003, this
»d the Secretary of Commerce on

cting travel and tourism which

Facilitation and travel security

yelopment and the i1mportance of

urism to our economy. In this

public-private sector

t 1Is more important than ever,

Nt state of the world and the
11 face.

his 1s not the first crisis on

1as advised. As recently as 2017

ommendations on how the private

partner with government to
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pmic  recovery iIn destinations

hurricanes of that year. The

fommerce, led by the National
sm Office -- or what we call the
recommendations forward and made
pbact in helping the local travel
. We now have a very material
help with the current crisis.
)ard provided recommendations on
ack the impacts of COVID-19, and
ry of the iIndustry. And we"ll
bout that today.
Board also provided advice on
er confidence iIn traveling when
so. The circumstances, as you
adly intensified and the impacts
have since then become even more
>ther 1 know that we can continue
ccommendations to help speed the
thankful

So we"re very to

for the opportunity to work on
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BEMSAR:

der his Hleadership. And 1 am

antroduce Deputy Under Secretary

jonal Trade Administration, Joe

pbeen a key asset to the Commerce

will now introduce the Secretary.

s and Charge to the Board
Thank you very much for
N.

Good morning all. Thank you

his Important discussion today

Department of Commerce and the
avel and Tourism Advisory Board,
e turning it over to Secretary

ke to quickly draw attention to

at has been done by the TTAB over

ars. The 2016 to 2018 TTAB and

) TTAB delivered recommendations

of travel and tourism, including

1 new, 10-year numerical,

isitation and spending goal;

covery from future hurricanes;

fourism workforce; working with
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the private seq
implementing the
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potential membe
Organization to
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interest;

traveling

reporting key in

of domestic and

These

initiatives of 1

Office. And th

help further de)

a report due to

post

tor to accelerate progress on

biometric entry and exit system

|

at ports of entry; Ileveraging

iship In the U.N. World Tourism

advance U.S. travel and tourism

oring consumer confidence iIn

.

-COVID-19; and tracking and
dicators to monitor the recovery
anternational travel and tourism.
recommendations helped shape
TA*s National Travel and Tourism
@ advice from this meeting will
yelop policy recommendations for

Congress at the end of February.

With that 1°d Jlike to now welcome the United
States Secretary of Commerce, Wilbur Ross.
Willbur L. Ross,/| Jr. was sworn in as the 39th

Secretary of C
Secretary Ross
strategy officel

has over 55 ye:
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ommerce on February 28, 2017.

jis the former chairman and chief

of W.L. Ross and Co., LLC and

rs of experience 1In investment
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banking and priv

over $400 billi

industries, and
director of more
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oy

»

Bloomberg Markse

influential peop

Ross 1s the on
Private Equity |
Management Hall
graduate of Yalsg
School and he*s
With that, I wil
Secretary.
SECRE
that kind intrg
service on beha

Tourism industry

"

Secretary for Ti
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ate equity. He has restructured

bn of assets In a multitude of

has been a chairman or lead

than 100 companies operating in

ifferent countries. Named by
ts as one of the 50 most
le 1n global finance, Secretary

ly person elected to both the
all of Fame and the Turn-Around

of Fame. Secretary Ross is a
University and Harvard Business
been a wonderful mentor to me.

hand the floor over to you, Mr.

TARY ROSS: Thank you, Joe, for

duction and for your steadfast
If of the American Travel and
My thanks also to Assistant
avel and Tourism Phil Lovas for
work of the Travel and Tourism

inder the Trump Administration.
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millions of An

Administration,

Board, we will

hospitality empl
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ful to Chairman Kurt Ekert and

1 Dean. You each contribute
this advisory board and to the

your remarkable private sector

pbviously was not a kind year to

field workers and the overall
hank you to the perseverance of
ericans, the guidance of the
and the diligent work of this
Leisure and

soon recover.

oyment began to recover in May,

and reached 13 mgllion in employment in December.

The 4.4 milli

hospitality empl

of the 12.3

employment betwe

a
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Travel spending
as recently as
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successfully
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future national
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These

directly i1mpact

Americans emplg@

throughout the

>

provided 13 sets

National Travel

-

with the iInterg
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pne year earlier.

bven  under the shadow of the
emic and 1ts associated economic
has remarkable

Board logged

have been pleased to watch over

years as you have Tfirst
established new, 10-year,
isitation and spending goals.
e foundation for recovery from
disasters. Third, encouraged

gnnovation of technologies that

avel . And fourth, tracked and

jcators to monitor the rebound of

SM .

accomplishments have all
ed  the Ulives of millions of
yed i1n the industry. And
administration, the TTAB also

of recommendations to me. The

and Tourism Office has worked

igency Tourism Policy Council,
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which I chair, t

as appropriate|
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) implement these recommendations

Key actions of the U.S.

mplementing TTAB recommendations

for the acceleration of reliable

for COVID-19, strengthening

institutional capacity to integrate public health

considerations |
lifting a global
and returning to
specific levels
travelers detail
make 1nformed tn

In ¢
hurricane recove
national goal
tourism visitati
I

have cause to b

some of our co

|
o

during an unsta

to seeing what

serving over the
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nto travel and tourism policy,
level-four health and advisory
the previous system of countries
pf travel advise In order to give
ed and actionable information to
avel decisions.
ddition, there are plans for
ry and recommendations of the new
travel and

for international

on and spending. So all of you

e proud that you®ve benefitted
ntry*"s most vulnerable workers

)le period. And 1 look forward

the new members of this Board,

next two years, will accomplish.
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t that all of you now clearly

needs to happen next in this

conomy. So now, please at this

focused recommendations on the

e ten -- most important current

navel and tourism to support the
bwth of the sector and restore
avel .

ess has directed that we provide
t that includes the next steps
I Government can take to assist
jrts to recover from this crisis

ncluding policy recommendations

broposals. Your recommendations
IS in responding to  this
fquest. And your Commission 1S

-

o

icts workers from every walk of

b0 states. And 1 trust that you

a

-

actionable advice that will

elerate both your sectors®™ and

ry from COVID-19.
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country and our
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once again. An(

for your serv
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leading the Comi

Mr. Secretary.

SECRE
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thank you again for your service
ind the rest of the meeting both

pductive. Thank you again.

EKERT: Mr. Secretary, thank

And we look forward to taking on the mantle

D

n us, and that i1s to assist our

Industry with taking actions that
mdustry recover and -- and grow

i I want to personally thank you

jce to our country and your

our industry during your tenure

flerce Department. So thank you,

TARY ROSS: Well thank you. |
the future.
EKERT: Thank you very much.

turn now -- we"re privileged to

s of the government here with us

share information today. There

prtunity to ask questions of the

nters after the -- after all of
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ed. So please note that that is
b start us off today, we"re going
Assistant Secretary for Industry
om the Department of Commerce.

k Nikakhtar. Nazak, the floor

And that is Nazj
IS yours.
111, U.S.
MS. |
much .

Nazak Nikakhtar
Industry and An
foremost thank tif
your hard work t
guidance, your e
at the enormod
landscape of the

Trave

Li

to our Office,

Phil Lovas, thank

position as DAS.
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Good affternoon everyone.

Government Presentations

IKAKHTAR: Yes, thank you very

Again, 1 am

the Assistant Secretary for

alysis. I want to first and
1is group for your dedication and
D ensuring that your input, your
Kpertise is considered as we look
sly complex and very nuanced
path to economic recovery.

| and tourism and -- with respect
he Travel and Tourism Office --
you for your leadership and your

You®"ve done an incredible job
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Iin this office and i1t"s really been just a great

privilege to see
you.

For t
terms of the cd
manufacturing se
travel and tou
consumer goods,
analysis. So |
industry competi
recovery we are
has been to do

before the pand

certainly during

get -- how to 1
say, for the 1in
this -- the (g

recovery to a
industries can g

What
IS Privag

today
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and to work with a leader like

ne group -- our office -- just iIn

ntext, we work we cover the

ctor, services sector, certainly

rism. As you know, textile,

materials, and all trade policy

eally all aspects of industry,

tiveness, and certainly economic

involved in -- and our mission

what is right for industry

2mic, to help iIndustry grow --

the pandemic, how to -- how to
I

mprove the conditions, should

dustry. So when we get out of
)andemic through the economic
position where you -- where

row and thrive again.
I"m here really to talk about

cy  Shield and the Schrems 11
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the United States are certainly
about the uncertainties that was

European Court of Justice this

r1on of the European Commission®s
n that underlied the E.U.-U.S.

And the implications

n for the viability of using
ctual clauses, binding corporate

I mechanisms for the E.U.-U.S.

though we"re deeply

course, we don"t agree with the

we are committed to working

Commissioner

ean European

erparts to address the Court®s
able companies to continue to

Al data from the E.U. to the

The Administration seeks to

rinuity of the most i1mportant

y'ta flows iIn a manner that is

U.S. economic and national
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ts.

important to note that the

g focus exclusively on government

The Court didn"t question the

tions Privacy Shield offers E.U.

h respect to the commercial

ise of the personal data. We

Shield already provides strong

brotections for E.U. individuals

ents to the framework is going to
rong foundation.

1ow that companies on both sides

now need greater clarity iIn the

e

rems summer judgments. And 1

issure everybody that we are and

rking closely, around the clock,

an Commission and the European
Boards to address this, and this

been a whole-of-government

hhe view of the considerable
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ncerning the use of the standard

we worked with our

leagues to bolster companies”

ze these clauses while we work to

cessary enhancements to Privacy

hat end, the U.S. Government
> paper to assist organizations
clauses,
by case assessments called for
s Il decision as to whether U.S.
pvernment access to personal data
standards.
hite paper, If you haven®t had a

t 1t, is incredibly helpful. It

roordination with the Department

I1. It includes a wide range of

the extensive privacy

e current U.S. law and practice

vernment access to data for

y purposes, and it sets forth the

1ded under our system.
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iT you haven®t reviewed it, it

F useful guidance for companies.

the E.U. members®™ state-data
rities will work with the United
European Commission to avoid
on in Trans-Atlantic data flows
are continuing to work and are
>SS the concerns raised by the
ntly released guidance from the
otection Board does not provide
path for the use of i1ts standard

ses to transfer personal data to

es from most Ffirms. This is

tiation of a privacy shield

Shield framework all the more
moment .

ly, | wanted to affirm the United
nt to working with our European

serve the continuity of Trans-

flows and privacy protections.

successful joint annual reviews
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Shield framework. The E.U. and

jals demonstrated their shared

'rong and credible enforcement of
ct privacy and ensure trust iIn a
Our regular iInteractions with

pefore, during, and after these

these annual ones

5 constructive opportunities for
roordination and cooperation on
This

in the digital economy.

continue as we seek to develop

ns to ensure continued and
i-Atlantic data Tflows moving
at the International Trade

the Commerce Department, and the
remain committed to continuing

ns and restoring clarity and

rans-Atlantic data flows and

ly as we can. 1 should mention,

hcoming, the negotiations still
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iges. There®s still a lot more

But we are hopeful, based on

f the discussions that we*ve had,
n Commission partners share our

y and we will continue on as

pry as we have been thus far.
, | thank you for the opportunity

I will await questions at the

Thank you.

EKERT: Thank you very much,

fary

really appreciate the

a

-

next going to turn to David
the Deputy Director for Research

Travel and Tourism Office within

of Commerce. And 1 Dbelieve,

that you are going to be walking

rsentation that"s been pre-

veryone involved. So the floor

{UETHER: Great, that"s right.

iIch. And I would Invite everyone
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two of my presentation. I am

little walk-through about where

ism was 1In 2019 and where 1i1t"s

So, fTirst of all, setting the

good slide two of
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D19 the United States welcomed

bn  international arrivals. And
bent roughly $234 billion in the
5t year —- or, in 2019. And this
>d for approximately 9 percent of
ts and goods and services during
d that spending supported 1.1
the United States.

rms of overall economic impact,
travel and tourism
$2 trillion in output last year
and supported 9.5 million jobs.

we see that as much

avel was suspended earlier in the

.S. economy was temporarily shut
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ing. Travel to and within the

5 severely impacted. And you“re

only at COVID cases by week in

s, but also travel metrics such

ut, drive travel, occupancy

and travel spending, all showing

hanges.

And as the economy began to open up,

travel did begij

really stari
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move on

international i
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next slide, we see that

-bound visitation to the United
atically declined In the spring
has remained severely depressed.
fanada, which was down 98 percent
n April, was down a similar 96
2r. Mexico visitation, which was
percent in April, remains fairly
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ernational travel of the United
IS down more than 99 percent 1iIn
90 in

down percent

move to the next slide, slide
hat the resulting downturn 1in

obviously i1nto less

United States by international
2l exports fell from nearly $20
ruary to just $5 billion in
represents a 73-percent decline.
I imports fell from $14 billion
in
enting a 78-percent decline.
result, while travel remained a
in terms of international trade,
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ion in November. If we now move
we see Is that year-to-date,
pber, overall travel exports were
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Iin other service exports or

And 1In Tfact, travel alone

percent of the decline in total

ing the fTirst 11 months of last
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that the dramatic decline 1in
ravel has also resulted 1In a

ine in ESTA Travel Promotion Fund

ch totaled just $62 million 1in

0, which was down 60 percent

scal Year 2019. This will

n impact on the funding of Brand
move to the next slide, slide
2"re looking at employment now -
since travel employment i1s not
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il -- far greater than the 10-
in the rest of the economy. So
Ire and hospitality accounted for
of total employment in February,

)s lost by April accounted for 38

2 million jobs lost during that

rom April to November leisure and
oyment did iIncrease 57 percent,
er than the rise 1In overall
1g that period of time, where
fhe rest of the economy rose
percent. However, after seven
ths of growth, leisure and

oyment fell by nearly a half a
per and remains 23 percent below

lary. Whereas in the rest of the

ent iIs just 4 percent below the
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gan a small business poll survey
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t below its long-term average

very two months the Conference
can households on their vacation
And we see

he next six months.

of last year about 55 percent of

pn taking a trip In the next six

t was actually higher than in

hen 52 percent said they were
vacations. But as you would
entage of Americans planning on
bped significantly to 31 percent
by October it had recovered to
of households. Unfortunately,
intending to take a
next six months has since fallen
IS past December compared to 63
per of the prior year. That adds
that the recovery -- at least iIn
ay be hitting a soft spot in the
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*d like to end my presentation
o you that at the suggestion of

tional Travel and Tourism Office

'OVID-19 monitor of statistics to

ate of travel the travel

lout this pandemic. And at the

F the TTAB, we have also created
public-facing dashboard that we
Ive on our website by the end of

It will have four sections,

jon on COVID-19, a section on the
nomy, a section on international
in the

This dashboard will be updated

s, beginning -- once It"s up. We

N

111 keep stakeholders informed on

te of the travel industry. So

turn 1t back. And thank you.

EKERT: Well thank you very

ector. Much appreciated. We®re

r from Dr. Jeffrey Nemhauser from
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Disease Control and Prevention.

octor, that you*ll be referring
Uted presentation as well?

EMHAUSER: That"s correct. Can

udible response.)

EMHAUSER: So I1*"d like to thank

) f Commerce and the U.S. Travel
sory Board for the invitation to

of you today. By way of

am a medical officer 1i1n our

th branch at the Centers for

and Prevention, the CDC, in our

al Migration and Quarantine. We

al
-

very beginning of the response
ive role In terms of helping to
he efforts were occurring around

And providing advice and

to travelers iIn order that

ly so that they could travel

n as the pandemic has spread
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e sure that people are aware of

spread Is most intensive.

~

very gratified to hear the

that there are

ing remarks

and not just public health

ich as the CDC and the World

ation, that recognize the

kage between public health and

cently -- 1 want to turn your

ne recently published documents
the importance of that
am not going to go through all
st to highlight them for your
1T you need references, please
I1*m happy to share them.
Is the Runway to
vas jointly issued at the end of
the of

U.S. Departments

Homeland Security, and my home

at of Health and Human Services.

Also the Internagional Air Transport Association,
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Safely Reopening

he International Civil Aviation

r ICAO, has their Manual on

s-border Risk Management.

important
them refers to the importance of
ID-19 public health situation

is —-

having that awareness Is

ng important decisions, not only
ut for your TfTamily or for the
nay be sending overseas if you"re

a decision maker for an

-

say a decision maker for a
study abroad type programs. And

documents also 1integrate that

e COVID-19 global situation --
that awareness 1iInto various
rts. So masking, physical

ding crowds, washing hands, and

1 sick or after testing positive.

ve need to make sure that if
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se to travel, that they are
d take steps to travel safely.
s that CDC uses to help inform

ks associated with travel is our

tice system. And we can turn to
blease.
DC COVID-19 Travel Health Notice

or non-
d we have currently a four-tier,
avel health notice system where
level of COVID iIn destinations

And that includes both foreign

countries as welll as U.S. territories. And you
can see they range from very high to low. So,
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nd then we Qlook at secondary

the secondary criteria are

e we go one step further. We

ly rely on the numbers that a
alth, or a territorial health
)e reporting to the WHO, or the

look at hospitalization rates,
ng to see how representative the
5 being done iIn that destination
in fact the numbers that they"re

fact represent the reality of the

nen you can see the guidance that

upon the level of COVID,

Ing
travelers avoiding all travel at
, to the level one or low, where
as we"ve talked
as I"m sure you“"ve heard many
tance of wearing masks, watching
rom others, washing their hands

of their health. Next slide,
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then you can see on this next

s as of the 9th of January, so
HyS ago how -- you can see the
COVID-19 in destinations around
unfortunately, as you can see,
a pretty bleak one right now.
b many places around the world
1e low or moderate category. The
rity fTall 1i1nto the very high

of the rampant transmission of
he real difficulty -- the real
e"re having in terms of control.
n places that once had the virus
And so as we move into January

2021, things have not changed

m the way they were at the end of

2020. Next slide, please.
And his 1s our last slide that 1
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de. Slide four, 1 apologize.

air travel and testing
Effective the 26th of January
pbably several of you on the call
e are no longer recommendations.
)Inger recommend getting tested
b the United States. In fact,
sued an order requiring proof of
from

test results, or recovery

Il airline passengers arriving
States.

unway to Recovery document that
at the outset, they referenced -
references a test-based risk
'ss for limiting the spread of
are in line with that document.
as really issued in response to
s 1"m sure you"re aware -- these
smissible SARS-CoV-2 variants --
virus that causes COVID-19. And

aware of the rise iIn both the
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in South Africa and now we"re

reports in Brazil of these

that are more easily

o rather than closing borders,

what we really Want to try and do is we want to
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important to note that there are,

dition to the United States

120 countries using some form of

nitor risk and to control

spread of the virus that causes
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are not alone iIn this approach
more and more that the -- that

s around the globe will go to

ow to the final slide. Whereas

I travel we do have these testing

r domestic travel, testing 1Is

NEAL R. GROSS
T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




still a recommeny
last bullet on
tested for COVID
and reducing not
really trying t
that risk of
translocation oOf
people to stay hg
about embarking
Situg
whether we"re ta
or domestic t

implemented dome

It"s important tq

the United Stati

over 200 new caj

that really put

States, squarely

COVID-19, or ley

that map, the U

A

red color as ma

COUF

(202) 234-4433

ytional

40

lation. And you can see the very

the slide talking about getting
-19 before travel, after travel,

n-essential activities. Again,

o 1dentify who 1is representing

transmission that risk of

the illness and getting those

)me and to recover before they go
pn their travel.

awareness i1s critical

Iking about international travel

avel . And we have not yet
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D be aware that in most places of
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we move 1nto 2021 and we think

D

s and the processes and the

@ CDC can offer, certainly in the

s, the new policy about testing

-

) the United States iIn order to

.

ol the new variance the

<

the new variance into the United

7 But also

fant. looking at ways

ear inform even domestic travelers
that they may be fTacing when

"

om their home to somewhere else

d States I1n order that they can

and that the people at the

also be safe In the course of
n with those people.
nat"s -- that"s the -- 1 am happy

And 1 believe that there"s

answer period after, but that"s
you today, thanks.
EKERT: Thank  you, Dr.
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Commissioner --
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the Director of
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yes, we"ll -- in about 20 minutes

0 handle some Q&A. We"re next

rom Diane Sabatino, who i1s the

Assistant Commissioner of the
rder Protection Agency. Ms.
DOr 1S yours.

SABATINO: Thank you so much.
nd thank you for the invitation

1 the meeting today. As he said,

Sabatino. Many of you may know
Deputy Executive Assistant
that title is quite a mouthful -

2rations at Customs and Border
July having previously served as
Field Operations covering the
for the last five years.

eing in this role now for around

certainly during this

ime -—-

given the devastating

-19 on the travel industry, you

a lot of the last seven months
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our stakeholders across the

the air, land, and sea

pecifically targeting, you know,

¢ and travel. But you know, CBP,

that -- you know, we"re adept at

o tackle challenges. And while

prtunities to advance our core
W, our priority also facilitating
d trade.

e"ve been implementing our vision
seamless and touchless travel
pur air travel partners, well iIn

I+
N

VID-19 pandemic by expanding the

use of Tacial|| biometrics to automate that
identity verifjication. But the pandemic
certainly makes| the need for that secure,

touchless travel
ever.
to transform ai
to that business
a part of that
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Europe, the U.K., Ireland, and
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cured the rights for all of our

ack in. There is -- a separate

b that Hong Kong has complicated

r testing of crews and for
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em there. But -- for Canadians

.S. But the land border remains

e are told there"s a lot of
in Canada for keeping that
s5e of the high incidence of COVID

Nonetheless, we continue
Many of you may have seen
new testing requirement for all
g back into that country as of
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bn of this testing protocol, that
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e move on.
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plus the E.U. agree on tends to

d for the other countries to

am very pleased to report that
F all, we were tapped to chair
s a result, U.S. priorities came
oud and clear in the document,

2d to respect bilateral agreement

I touched on a few moments ago.

blic health measures that other
are non-discriminatory. And
t point is that there is Tair

VS because we don"t want the crew
)set, to say we"re not going to
al trips. We need to have what
solution to this i1s, that crews
)n their layovers. They should
1town, hanging out at bars, doing

ng. They should go in private

tels near the airport. They

n service and take other measures
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of that nature
population at t
they follow tho
need to enforce
requirements on

Let
ISsue. Under
stimulus bill pa

payroll support

of the quid prg

|

N

me move on.
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to i1solate themselves from the

e destination. And so long as
5e protocols, there®s really no
onerous testing or quarantine
Crews.

Another important
the CARES Act and the recent

ssed by Congress, which provides

For the airline industry -- part

quo that the airlines have to

sign up for i1f they want the payroll support is

-

«

to absorb wh

obligations. An

Is to require

carrier served

when we at the [
called on to 1mp
1, 2020 -- that
date,

you may

destinations, T(

have service iIn

COUF

(202) 234-4433

is the winter season.

it"s called minimum service
0] the way Congress structures it
service to whatever point the
rior to March 1 of 2020. Now,

epartment of Transportation were

lement that, we recognized, March

So on that

have a lot of service to ski

r example, where they"d never

the summer and where really they
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close up

no
Conversely, you |
that weren"t be
really need to

e

around, i1n ordel

of those desting

And
about points 11
Juneau, Alaska
receive only sup
able to structur
so they were not
weren®t served
service under Tt
have historicall
season.

Also)|
destinations re(
subsidized esser
just a couple

~

Harbor, Maine a

COUF

(202) 234-4433
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)ody goes there iIn the summer.
nay have summer seasonable points
Ing served on March 1 but that

be served once summer rolls

to support the tourism economy

tions.
50, point was -- | am talking
e Martha®"s Vineyard, Nantucket;

from some carriers

which,

mer seasonal service. We were

a

-

the minimum service obligation
left behind. Even though they

on March 1, they did receive
his provision by carriers that
y served them during the summer
of tourism-related

a number

reived theilr service under our

tially air service program. And
can cite as examples -- Bar
nd Lake Placid, New York. In
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administering th
the first thing
in April and May

relief

gave
enforcement of t
providing this
could remain 1iIn
allowed them to
they would other
at the same timg
operate as
consistent with

contracts. And

1)

fact that nation

]

of something lik

to report that n

=

«

communities are
their contracted
And t

and 1t"s alre

q

from CDC, so I ¢
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Wise be required to operate.

many

67

a

-

Essential Ailr Service Program,

Wwe did when traffic was down back

-- by 95 percent or more -- we

we gave TfTorbearance under

he contract so that the carriers

service could remain liquid

business for the long term. We
reduce the number of frequencies
But
2, we gave them an iIncentive to

frequencies as possible,

their essential air service
at the current time, despite the
\l air traffic is down by an order
e 60 percent or so, I am pleased
any of the essential air service
aictually receiving 100 percent of
service.

he final thing I will touch on -

ady been raised by my colleague

on"t want to say too much about
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that there i

Issued yesterday

26, testing

passengers, cCit

into the United

\

airline i1ndustr

Department of T

-

really a very br

there are two md

operational i1mpl

get Into those w
But t

need to be focu

The first one 1

N

1

Policy Order ¢

requirements. A

to here -- the
own system that?

since Octob

K

months i1n Japan

significant

COUF

(202) 234-4433

y has supported.

State of Hawali

differences

68

s the order, CDC, Dr. Redfield

calling for, effective January

pre-departure testing of all

jzens and non-citizens, Tlying

States. This is something the

We at the

ransportation support. There®s

)ad consensus supporting it. But

in Issues. There"s a number of

ementation issues, but I won"t

ceds In this meeting today.

wo key issues that we really fTeel

sed on as this is implemented.

5 the need for the CDC National

O preempt i1nconsistent state

nd the example that I would refer
already has its
5 been operating for some months

2r nationally and for several

and Canada -- and there i1s some

between the Hawali
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approach and theg

Hawal
amplification tg
antigen tests.
positive list of
to go to get thg
clinic on the 11
eyes of the Stat
long as the tes
approved lab, it
the State of Haw
hours of the

(

whereas CDC 1is

q

three calendar d

of the flight.

~
»

SO wg

for passengers g

antigen test th

q

won"t accept

provider, and g

three calendar |
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CDC approach.

1 accepts only nucleic acid
sts whereas CDC will also accept

Hawaii has a very specific
providers where passengers need
test. ITf they don"t go to some
st, their test is no good in the
e of Hawaii, whereas CDC says as
t has been run at a nationally
will be acceptable. And lastly,
all requires its tests within 72

leparture time of the Tflight,

a little more flexible and says

ays prior to the departure date

can see clearly the potential
2tting the wrong test, getting an

at the CDC accepts, but Hawali

not going to a designated
erhaps getting the test within

days of their fTlight, but more
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than 72 hours of

away when they t

Y

»

to support thg

enjoyable vacati
we really feel,
needs to be cl

state regimes.

The

Lo

DI

industry last wg

N\

in a letter to
the CDC proposal

that 1t needs to

the 212(F)

e

passengers comi

you"re coming in

Schengen Area Of

not a U.S. citi

COVID test with

H
14

excuse me, of y;q
be allowed to tr
come and spend

COUF
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resgrictions against

70

their flight -- and being turned
ry to fly to the State of Hawaii

tourism there and have an

on. So that®"s one issue where

T CDC 1s going to do this, there
ear preemption of inconsistent
econd point is when the airline
ek -- Airlines for America sent
Vice President Pence supporting
for testing, but they made clear
be part of the pivot away from
international
So i1n other words, if

g in.

from the U.K. or Brazil or the

Continental Europe and you are
zen, but you®"ve got a negative
In seven -- within three days,
ur flight departure, you should
avel. We should welcome you to
money and support our tourism
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industry. Right

-

the 212(f) pr

traveling remain

part of the de:

y

airline industry

really not suppg@
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now, that®"s not the case because

)hibition against non-citizens

s in place. And so this is not

I, if you will, that the U.S.

signed up for, and we feel it"s

rtable to continue these broad-

brush 212(f) resftrictions against non-citizens so

long as they are
new negative tes
So le

I just am remin(g

this week that t
the coronavirus

convened. The

been actively p

I
beginning and -+

past year. 1 cC

it, but 1 don"t

interested iIn th

stop there, but

this or anything

COUF

(202) 234-4433

complying as they must with the
ting requirements.

I me leave 1t at there -- at that.
jed, It was actually a year ago
he Tirst White House passport on
health

global emergency was

Department of Transportation has

articipating in that from the

so a lot has happened over the
uld probably write a book about
think any of you would be too
at much level of detail. Let me
ifT there are any questions on

else, I will be happy to do my
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best to respond.
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Thank you for the opportunity.

CHAIR| EKERT: Thank you very much,
Deputy Secretaryl. And 1 appreciate all of you
taking the time to share such valuable

information with
portion where ti
the opportunity

questions. 1°d

comments or que

maximum. Follag

members there wi

comment as well
today. And let
the phone lines

people can ask g

to.
1\
OPERA
will be openin
questions and

background noise

Cou

(202) 234-4433

all of us today. We now have a

e members of the TTAB will have

to make comments and/or ask

ask that each of you limit your

D

stions to one to two minutes,

ving the session with the TTAB

11 be the opportunity for public

We are a bit time constrained
me just ask the operator to open
and provide instruction for how

uestions or speak, if they"d like

Board Discussion

TOR: Thank you. At this time 1

g all 1lines for Board Member

discussion. To eliminate

, please utilize the mute feature
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on your phone wheg
all lines are ng
MEMBE
Webb with Travel
and I am trying
goes across a ny
Deputy Executive
(Simd
CHAIR
Whoever i1s --
(Simd
CHAIR
MEMBE
with your comp3g

|

providers 1in

what i1s unclear

testing requirem

to get adminig

D

documentation i8§

{f

thought, with

spoke, maybe get
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n not speaking. Thank you. And
v open.

R WEBB: Chairman Ekert, Greg
port. | had a quick question --

to make it brief. But it really

mber of these to Dr. Nemhauser,
Assistant -- Sabatino and --
Itaneous speaking.)

EKERT: Hold on one second.

Itaneous speaking.)

EKERT: Go ahead, Greg.
R WEBB: Yes, I -- 1 just -- as
ny and mine, we"re information

in the travel sector and 1t --

right now based on the CDC pre-
ent Is exactly how that"s going

tered and enforced and what

actually required. And so |

'his esteemed group that just

a little direction around what
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should we b¢

»

expectations arg

Ll

19}

travel COVID tg

»

documentation th

Is that being pry

H
.

Is 1t ——-1si1tr

Is 1t produced 4

to exactly ho
beginning on the
on where we can

CHAIR
the right persor
positive which ¢

MS.
Kimberly Weissm
Customs and Bord
to jump off the

answer any quest

N
o

just follows CD(

be In a better

(Simd
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w
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advising travelers their

for the -- you know, the pre-
st requirements are, and what
ey are required to produce. And
pduced to, you know, the airline?
rquired to be sent ahead of time?
t the airport? Just unclear as

that"s supposed to happen

26th. And a little more clarity

Find that information.

EKERT: Diane Sabatino, are you

1 to respond to that? I"m not

rganization should speak.

WE I SSMAN : Hello, this iIs

AN . I am also at CBP, U.S.

or Protection. Ms. Sabatino had

line, but 1 can try and help

ons. But per this question, CBP

guidance. So maybe they would

psition to answer that question.

Itaneous speaking.)
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MR.

IS David Shg

Transportation.
website and the
really refer eveg
But

guidance. i

JHORT:

75

iT 1 could -- this

Yes,

rt of the Department of

So the CDC order 1i1s on the

re*s also a Q&A. So 1 would

ryone to that for the definitive

I think the answer i1s that

the passenger needs to get a written, or at least

an electronic VA

the test, showing

three days of 1
present that to

any passenger wh

that to the airn

the flight to

Dy

Ll

passenger -- the

q

they also sign

signs an attest

q

test, which 1is

perjury. There

falsification of

The

COUF

(202) 234-4433

rrsion of the written report of
) they had a negative test within
light departure. They need to
the airline at check-in. If —-
o is unable or fails to present
Jine must be denied boarding on
the United States. And the
airline needs to retain -- and

an attestation -- the passenger

ation that they got a negative

under, 1 believe, penalties of

s some federal penalty for any

that document.

airline retains that for two
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years. The pas

understand 1t,
they get to thg
would not norma
The verificatio

departure at th

1t"s possible CH

documents when t

port of entry.

MEMBE

quick Tfollow-ug
mentioned,
that -- that the
be -- 1s i1t --
boarding with pi

you have Y
positive for the
MR.

antigen tests, Y

-- the other thi

this, but there

Cou

(202) 234-4433

I thi

76

q

N

senger needs to retain it, as |

until they“ve cleared CBP once

U.S. The expectation is they

ly have to present this to CBP.

m 1S done at check iIn before

H

» foreign point of origin. But

.

P or CDC could request the -- the

he passenger arrives at the U.S.

Dver .

R WEBB: And 1 am sorry, just one
on that. You -- you had

nk, In your comments, Mr. Short,

19}

-— that other proof would also

4

iIs -- would you also be allowed

-

oof of antibody tests? So that

pou  have had COVID and provide
antibody.

)HORT - Antibody test, no. But

es. Okay? And -- and the other

ng —-- there"s -- | won"t belabor
are some people that are called
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persistent posit

and the doctors

longer infecti
persistently te
test. And so,
can present p
professional tha
COVID infection,
longer considel
accepted in lieu
But -- but to ar
are not acceptal
acceptable.
test or an anti
Antibody test 1is

CHAIR
Do we have -- do
comments from g

MEMBE
Olga Ramudo, Exg

CHAIR

Cou

(202) 234-4433

Eit

77

ives. They recovered from COVID

assure everyone that they®re no

ous to others, but they

I

it positive when given a COVID

in those cases, they -- if they

fmoof from a Qlicensed medical

L they have recovered -- they had

they"ve recovered and they"re no

ed i1nfectious, that will Dbe

of a test for those individuals.
swer the question, antigen tests

nle at all. Excuse me, they are

her a nucleic acid amplification

gen test is acceptable to CDC.

not acceptable.

EKERT: All right, thank you.

we have any further questions or
Iks 1in the group?

'R RAMUDO: Yes, this is Olga --
ress Travel 1n Miami.

EKERT: Hello, Olga.
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MEMBE

Good afternoon,
started this me
Board, one of th
travel and tour

the 1mpact to ti

§

§

H

.1

Ism
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R RAMUDO: Hello, how are you?

everybody. Chair Kurt Ekert, you

2ting listing the goals of this
m being supporting international
the

due to importance -- to

e U.S. economy. Secretary Ross

mentioned that one of the goals of this Board was

to provide reg
Congress to re
consumer confidg
or, we could sod
The
yesterday
including U.S.
tested prior to
of those efforts
shows positive,
entering his/h
citizens to be
1s nothing diffe

we had thousands|

Cou

(202) 234-4433

requi

o
4

q

-

I

1)

-

[=

ommendations as requested by

store 1nternational travel and

nce and in turn we would soon --

N recover.

new CDC guidelines announced

ring all 1in-bound passengers,

citizens 1nto the U.S., to be

boarding a flight jeopardize all

IT testing for return flight

a U.S. citizen i1s banned from

r country, causing American

stranded internationally. This

rent than when COVID surfaced and

of Americans all over the world.
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Who W

will

abroad?
What happens wi
travel? Mexico,
the outbound --
so, if the out
return flight -
Those vaccinats

testing requirg

a
14

Americans to

travel i1s still
(Simy
MEMBE

as the Board goi
CHAIR

Olga, we"re going
following the py
MEMBE

CHAIR

~

going to be &

questions here t

COUF
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'R RAMUDO:

R RAMUDO:
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11l cover the expense of staying

nsurance cover it? Et cetera.

th short-term travel? Weekend

Caribbean -- where on the -- on
or business travel for a day or

bound test sufficient Tfor the

iIs within this 72-hour span.

d are not excluded from the

ments, so why are we urging

e vaccinated? International

Itaneous speaking.)

-- banned, so are we

ng to address these issues?

EKERT: So we"re going to --

) to get to the work of the Board
plic comment section.
Okay, perfect.

EKERT: But I don"t think we"re

ble to address your specific

oday. But -- but thank you for
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raising them.

MEMBE

MEMBE

comment, 1f I m3

CHAIR

MEMBE

am the Presiq

International, |
from the very ¢
and CDC, Custon
perspective 1is,
which 1s a pers
are very
that we are supp
It we
validates the

beginning of th
industry does T4
And 1f we pul
challenges. Ar

point.

Cou
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indicat

look at

)

n
.

(

(

(
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5,

(i

80

R RAMUDO: Thank you.

R HEDGE: Kurt, 1 have a general

Y -

EKERT: Yes.

R HEDGE: This is Russ Hedge. 1

ent and CEO of Hostelling

.S_A. And the comment follows

pod presentations from Commerce

~

and Transportation. And my

as a second-term TTAB member,
)ective that those presentations
ive of the sort of presentations
)rted with at every TTAB meeting.

the presentations 1i1t, Kurt,

comment that you made at the

call which i1s, you know, our

e challenges on multiple fronts.

I back, there are even more

d 1t"s a lot. And here®s my
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incumbent for ea

examples of what

now 1S the time

~

g

best practice a

partnership tha
participating w
think there®"s a

o

dedicated publig

4

like all of us wh

government. Ang

last two years i

professional, n(

government.

So 1

that for those ¢

while, and for t

in on this call

value you plac

professional net

only within tH

COUF
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81
nk that in times like these, i1t"s
ch of us, where we can, to share
's working well. And to my mind,
to share TTAB and its record as
s an example of public-private
L works. And an example of
th government that works. |

story here -- there"s a story of

servants, private citizens
0 are devoting our time to inform
| to my -- to my mind over the
s a body that"s used a strictly
pn-partisan approach to inform
yjuess what 1*d like to suggest is
T us who have been around for a

hose of us who may be listening

as an audience because of the

e on TTAB, that we use our
works to get the word out. Not
e industry, but to Dbroader
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audiences. |1 ti
our positive ex
the travel i1ndus
we"d be encoura(
share their poj
there are plen
suggesting that

CHAIR
Thank you, thanh
have time for on
from the members
comments.

MEMBE
this 1s Mary Mot
clarification Tg
the need for the
requirements, us
you expand on
happening? And
working with the

q

(>

MR.

Cou

(202) 234-4433
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I

o
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'R MOTSENBOCKER:

82

ink by doing so we"d be sharing

periences. We"d be positioning

try as a leader. And hopefully

ing others way beyond travel to

itive stories as well because

ty of them. And I I1*m

berhaps we start with TTAB.

EKERT: Great suggestion, Russ.

you. We"ll take -- 1 think we

> more either comment or question

of TTAB before we move to public

Hello Kurt,

senbocker. 1 have a question and

r David Short. David you stated

CDC to be able to preempt state

ing the example of Hawaii. Could

what

is the reality of this
what 1s the current process of
states on settling this issue?

AORT: Right, well what I can say
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IS, this was ral

finalization of
review the order
Issue was addres

DI

agency, the Dep

q

not have authorif

going to preempt

4

D

But I think 1t"j
-—- that -- the |

weeks now betwe

1D}

order that Dr. R

-

Dy

Ll

comes 1nto forcg

a whole litany ¢

of the more sign|i

lot of operation

woulld benefit by,

of those -- of {

IS —— this 1S 0Onf

the question, )

~

input, but we 3

constructive wa)
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artment of Transportation,

F

al

y Torward

83

sed with CDC in advance of the

their order yesterday. I did

last night. |1 don"t believe the
sed. And so I think it"s -- my
does
Ly to declare that a CDC order is
inconsistent state regulations.

a legal i1ssue that needs to be

good news i1s, we have about two

en now and January 26 when the

dfield signed yesterday actually

And we"re hopeful -- there's

Issues. | touched on a couple

ficant ones, but there®s a whole
issues that we think all of us
having a constructive resolution

hose matters. And 1 think this

» of them. So I think, to answer

t"s going to take some legal

t the DOT at least believe the

iIs to have federal
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preemption. Be

It"s Hawaii. YdQi

quarantine requl

.

»

I don"t know. |

systems and the

layered on top oOf

And i1t"s -—- |1 d

and tourism 1ing

effectively.
CHAIR
think we®d whol
to move now to
opportunity for [
on TTAB to makK
questions they n
just ask now Tt

attending are al

OPERA

this time all pa

»
.

And we will now
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cause

ly agree with you.

public comment.

84

ifT you have -- right now

I may have other states that have
rements, testing requirements --
ut If you have 50 or more state
n you have the national system
iIt, 1t"s a recipe for confusion.
bn"t think it"s what the travel

lustries need to recover more

EKERT: That"s well stated. |

We"re going

And this i1s an

nembers of the public who are not

ke any comments or raise any

ay have. And so Operator, let"s

nat any members of the public
le to speak.

Public Comment

TOR: Absolutely, thank you. At

rticipant lines have been muted.

)egin the public comment session.
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IT you would likg

star 1, unmute |
clearly. Your n;
comments. IT ya

press star 2.

~
»

time, please pr¢
moments Tor con
stand by. Our T
Thompson. Your
MR. I
Chairman and Men

opportunity to

ments to come through.
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> to make a comment, please press

your phone and record your name

ame iIs required to introduce your

U need to withdraw your comment,
gain, to make a comment at this

sSs star 1. It will take a few

Please
rst comment will come from Chris
line 1s open.

"HOMPSON : Good afternoon, Mr.

pers of TTAB. Thank you for the

comment. First 1*"d like to

congratulate megpbers of this TTAB and their

appointments.

interagency Toufr

components to {
public-private

Government.

As

\1J

members, and as

legal mandate

COUF

(202) 234-4433

We view this Board and the

ism Policy Council as critical

shaping travel policy and our

partnership with the U.S.

|  reminder to our returning

information to new members, our

and mission 1S to iIncrease
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shepherding 1t.
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a quick kind of
challenges that
entered calendal
celebration an
reauthorized 1in

time. Therefore

to plan the nexf seven years,

1st. Then all o
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our cities and 3
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Director Huethe
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rnational visitation, expand the

fuel our nation®s economy and

e of the U.S_A. worldwide. We

pf the ten-year history of this
artnership and very appreciative

Department of Commerce for

Id like to quickly just give you
overview of where we are and the

we"re facing at the moment. We

last year, of 2020 with much

optimism. We were just

December of 2019 for a second
we entered 2020 with nine months
beginning October
iIr worlds were turned upside down

arch.  Not only did travel within

tates and our country come to a

most travel internationally was

d the globe. And as Deputy

r showed, as was our our
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hut down, which 1Is the ESTA fees

ional visitors from the 39 visa

ith many of our destination

ers at the city, state and

Is -- In similar positions, but

asons -- we had to scale back our

activities and d
opened Fiscal 2(
are scaled back
readiness. Thig
while continuing
travel ecosysten

In th
main priorities
needs of our
industry. At th
Brand U.S.A. Gl
virtual platforn
travel brands, al
stay connected \

M
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Ir operations significantly. We
?1 in October 1 of last year and
what we"re calling a state of
allows us to conserve resources
to influence key aspects of the

IS state of readiness, one of our

1S to ensure we serve the diverse

partners in the U.S. travel
2 end of October we launched the
obal Marketplace, an always-on

that enables U.S. destinations,
d our federal agency partners to

ith the travel trade around the
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continuing to mo
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transition back
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include air serv
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conditions |
the openness of

Once
launch a recover
content and
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bookings to the

and we reali
only ones affect
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gh this state of readiness we are

mitor a series of gating criteria

n

»

n conditions are appropriate to

to market reentry and recovery

\

y of these dating criteria are

that we all are looking at, which

Ice, entry restrictions, consumer

ehavior as well as home market

ke the spread of the virus and

-

)ur destinations and attractions.

conditions warrant, we will

y campaign using the best of our

leveraging partnerships with

operators and OTAs to drive

J.S. The challenge 1 had for us

re that we"re not aren"t the

4

ted by this, and virtually every

jusiness has suffered from the

~
”

¢ Tall-out. But our

our

partnership i1s funded a

by
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combination of
sources like o
tourism offices
matched by
collections.
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collections are
since March
Consequentially,
staghant and th
this year and n
where there isn?
available to B
match. And all
to a point when
-— and internat
be very hamstrity

our industry an

Government back

spending.

So
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contributions from non-federal
state and city

our travel companies, and are

s derived from these ESTA fee

been noted that ESTA fee

down 97 percent year over year

20, due to the pandemic.
ESTA fee collections are
rrefore, for the first time --

ext year will be the first year
t enough funding -- $100 million

and U.S_A. for TfTederal source

this means i1s that when we get
we can go to market reentry and
onal marketing, we are going to
ged in our ability to help lead
d partnership with the Federal

to international travel and

closing, |1 as our nation"s
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eting organization, we developed
nsights and expertise about key

or travel to the United States.

assistance and support in the

s ahead. We look forward to

resources to the entire Board as

al Board Members. And we will

ay that we possibly can. Thank

r your individual and this whole
at this critical juncture in our

| look forward to much

and success iIn the months and

EKERT: Chris, thank you. And
work of Brand U.S.A. 1is so
covery ahead. And so 1t will

f the things that the Board gets

there any more comments from the

TOR: We are showing no further

time.
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L

xt Steps for the Board

EKERT: All right -- 1 promise

w we"re at our time. We should

t ten minutes 1f you don"t mind

a little bit longer. At the

he meeting, 1 think everybody

e from the Secretary. And that

)

provide no mor
recommendations
should address

growth of trave

international trn

And
charge, what we*"
fou

divide into

formed and cons

National Travel

Jjust walk throug

So

communications.

Cou

(202) 234-4433

sked by Commerce to develop and
¢ than 10 focused, actionable
on what the Federal Government

to support the recovery and the

I and tourism and to restore

avel .

50, to move TfTorward with this

re going to do is, the Board will

r subcommittees. And these are

istent with the pillars of the

and Tourism strategy. Let me

h these in very slight detail.

'he First is marketing and

And we"re privileged that
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Secor
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look at i1ssues
secure travel t
include, for exs
testing, quarg
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will chair this subcommittee.

this team will look at

pertaining to what the Government

jties, such as Brand U.S_A., can

rstore demand for travel

international markets -- through
her communications?

iId —— the second committee will be

awel to and within the United

«

rad Dean, our vice chair, will

ommittee. This committee will

related to facilitating safe and

-

) and within the U.S. and could

.

imple, recommendations related to

\ntine of travelers, travel

-
o

tontactless travel and other

ations.

Third| -- our third subcommittee will
look at creaging a world-class customer
experience. Mary Motsenbocker has agreed to

chair this -- ti

Cou

(202) 234-4433

nlank you. And the scope of this
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subcommittee wil
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pertaining to

H

related busines:

L

enterprises, as
of public lands,

And 1

-

focused on govel
Russ Hedge -- R
here i1s to consi

the Federal Govell

»

the competitive

And will includ¢
target and potg
Travel and Touri
outdated in the

And

strongly suggest
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I be to consider recommendations
upport for travel and tourism-

es, including small and medium
vell as access to and management
waterways, and monuments.

ast, the fourth committee will be
nance. This will be chaired by

uss, thank you. And the scope
der recommendations on ways that
rnment can better work to support
ess and growth of the sector.
the question of an appropriate
ntial revision of the National
sm Strategy, which obviously is
age of COVID.

I would

so Tfor each of you

and urge you to sign up for one

or potentially two of these subcommittees to work

on. 1°d ask thd

submit your intd

the NTTO. And p

COUF
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t by this Friday, the 15th, you
2rest to Jennifer Aguinaga from

Jease note also that the NTTO led
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they can review

Congress. So whal
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the last week o
work to do and
focused and vej
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Befor

questions on thg

please ple

interests.

MEMBE

- Kurt, will

of the subcommit
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nd her team will be facilitating
rk through this process.
a timing standpoint, we don"t
lot of time. We"re looking at
three and a half weeks from now,
nmendations into Commerce so that
them and -- and share them with
L we"re going to do is, with each
tees, have an initial checkpoint
January. But there®s a lot of
"1l need to really make 1t very

'y pointed so that i1t can be

e | go further, are there any
se four committees? And again,
ase let Jennifer know your
R: 1 would just ask, iIs —-- iIs -

will an official remit for each
tees be sent out to members?

EKERT: We can do that. And in
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hours. That®"s prg
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subcommittee chal

think Is most in
(Simy
MEMBE
CHAIR
done. It"s a gg

Deputy Assistan

Tourism, Phil Lo\

iIt"s a pleasure

MR.

Kurt. I apprec

government servi

call with the Bod

you to a few peof

these meetings 0

let me say thank

q

for your leadery
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that done here i1In the next 24

ptty simple. And -- and obviously

D

-

adjustable based on what the
irs and the team determine they
portant to focus on.
Itaneous speaking.)
Yes, thank you.

EKERT: But yes, we"ll get that

od follow-up. Let me now invite

t Secretary for Travel and

yas, to make some remarks. Phil,

to have you here today.

Vil. Closing

(OVAS: Great. Well thank vyou,

ate that. 1 will be departing

ce on Friday, so this is my last
rd and 1 just wanted to say thank
p»le who have been very helpful in

ver the past two years. First,

¢ you to you, Kurt, and to Brad

ship with the last Board. But
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Congress passed
a report Tro
Administration g
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Tourism Office w
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As 1 know, this Board is
ith you there.

he Board®s returning members,
the productive work that you
m. Also, thank you to Nazak and
ort and also to Jennifer, Isabel

ITTO for making these meetings so

e returning members and the new
an important time for the Board.
a great opportunity to have a

itional travel and tourism policy

2 years. As was mentioned,
a bill 1n December that requires
m the International Trade

n Travel and Tourism Recovery by

And the National Travel and

Ary .
11l head up that effort.

esponses that you provide in the

licy recommendations will play an

that effort. The Secretary also
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Commerce chairs|

U

the strategy b
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Unfortunately, b

out, COVID st

However, the gog

and spending --
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you suggested w

-

Capitol Hill.
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rective on travel
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ber of NTTO successes over the

I know coming from the private

it may seem we

'ndations to the government,

vay

never heard from again.
the case with this Board, and 1

you a couple of additional

two years ago, the Board

travel and tourism goal. That

n and eventually adopted by the

Council that the Secretary of

We were moving toward having

hind that goal 1included iIn a

and tourism.
the directive was to come

and the world changed.

Is for international visitation

that"s a TTAB suggested -- that

're picked up late last year on
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or Sullivan Tfiled the Visit

jch had the ten-year goal of

illion International visitors at

spending -- the same as the TTAB
hat goal will likely need to be
th the work that you do with was

but by

er example 1s the report you

019 on the advantages and

the United States joining the

orld Tourism Organization. 1 can

hat document was viewed as the
rate sector throughout government
at the possibility of joining

- whether those be at Commerce,

the State Depar
receiving Inquir
ago about this,

all if this issU

So th
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ment, or elsewhere. I was even

jes as late as six to eight weeks

so | would not be surprised at

D

-

resurfaced in the year ahead.

e work that this Board produces
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t to those of us in government as

q

M

5 the private sector voice of the

sm industry. So I will leave i1t

t say thank you and best of luck
years ahead to the Board, and 1
k to Jennifer.

EKERT: Phil, let me just take

before we go to Jennifer to -- to

Ur service, your partnership, and

make the this Board

ping
g your tenure iIn the government.

)est of luck. 1 remind everybody

.

forward, we really have a great

| Isabel Hill and the National

Ism Office and their team. And

ok to lean on them and leverage

how we can be most effective as
IS process.
e 1 turn 1t over to Jennifer, one

m do is take roll of all of the

So 1 am going

NEAL R. GROSS
T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
INASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701

[=

Www.nealrgross.com




to let Jennifer
please hang on
Jennifer has gor
you everybody.
be impactful and
up. Jennifer, ¢
MS. A
Operator,
will take roll (¢
the record.
OPERA
now open for the
MS.
Ekert.
CHAIR
MS. A
VICE
MS. A
MEMBE
MS. A

MEMBE
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q
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iIT you can please open the
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Formally close the meeting.

R FITZSIMMONS:

'R GILBERT:

100

But

and do not leave yourself until

e through the roll call. Thank
We have a great opportunity to
-- get ready to roll your sleeves
ver to you.

SUINAGA: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
lines, 1

all for -- all the numbers, for

TOR: Thank you. All lines are
roll call.

AGU INAGA: Thank you. Kurt
EKERT: Here.

GUINAGA: Brad Dean?

CHAIR DEAN: Present.

GUINAGA: Liz Fitzsimmons?

Here.
GUINAGA: David Gilbert?

Here.
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Milkie?
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MEMBE
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MEMBE
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MEMBE
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GUINAGA: Russ Hedge?

R HEDGE: [I"m here, Jennifer.
GUINAGA: Debbie Johnson?
udible response.)

GUINAGA: Stephanie Jones.

R JONES: Did you say Stephanie

GUINAGA: Yes.

'R JONES: Present.

GUINAGA: Thank you, Stephanie.

'R LUNDBERG: Present.

AGUINAGA: Thank you. Duffield

'R MILKIE: Here.

GUINAGA: Will Morey?

R MOREY: Here.

GUINAGA: Mary Motsenbocker?

'R MOTSENBOCKER: I am here.

GUINAGA: Vinay Patel?

R PATEL: Here.
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MS.
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MS.
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MEMBE

MS.

MS.

MEMBE

MS.

A

MEMBE

MS.

/

MEMBE

MS.

Cou

GUINAGA: Catherine Prather?
R PRATHER: Present.
GUINAGA: Tricia Primrose?
R PRIMROSE: Here.

GUINAGA: Brian Quinn?

R QUINN: Present.

GUINAGA: Olga Ramudo?

'R RAMUDO: Here.

GUINAGA: Stephen Revetria?
'R REVETRIA: Present.
GUINAGA: Daniel Richards?
'R RICHARDS: Present.
GUINAGA: Adam Sacks?
\udible response.)

GUINAGA: Monica Smith?

R SMITH: Here.

GUINAGA: Rob Torres?

'R TORRES: Here.

GUINAGA: And Greg Webb?

‘R WEBB: Present.
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AGUINAGA: Thank you. And thank
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you to everyone
The meeting is T
MEMBE
didn®t hear my n
MS.

A

All right, 1 wil
MEMBE
MS. A
all and have a ¢

(Wher

went off the red
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for joining the meeting today.
prmally closed.
I

R VLASIC: This is Ron Vlasic,

ame called.

GUINAGA: Sorry Ron about that.
I note you down.

R VLASIC: Thank you.

GUINAGA: All right. Thank you
reat day.

eupon, the above-entitled matter

ord at 2:40 p.m.)
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