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ATA Carnet
Exhibiting at a trade show outside the United States?

ATA Carnet

Avoid paying duties and taxes and speed up customs clearance procedures on a product you want to bring
temporarily to another country for an exhibition or other reason. To do so, however, requires special
documentation such asan ATA Carnet.

Temporary Imports, ATA Carnet

Temporary importation provisions are an important tool for companies wanting to show their productsin foreign
markets, or for professionals bringing tools of the trade into aforeign country for alimited period of time.
Companies have several options when considering temporary importation: ATA Carnet, Temporary Importation
Bond (TIB), and entry with duty drawback. There are also provisions in free trade agreements allowing duty-free
treatment for the temporary admission of certain goods, such as professional equipment or commercial samples.

The ATA Carnet system is the most user-friendly system of temporary importation accepted by some 80
countries. New countries are being added, so check with ATA Carnet service providers to make sure that your
destination country accepts ATA Carnet. For countries that don’'t accept ATA Carnet, companies can post
TIBsor apply for aduty drawback as an alternative means to duty-free importation (check with a customs broker
or freight forwarder for your best options).

What IsAn ATA Carnet?

The ATA Carnet, also referred to as a* Passport for Goods”, is an international customs document that allows for
the temporary entry of goods on a duty-free and tax-free basis, whether shipped or hand-carried. The ATA
Carnet system was established by the International ATA Conventions and is governed by the World Customs
Organization and the International Chamber of Commerce’s World Chambers Federation. Theaim isto
encourage world trade and reduce trade barriers created by different national customs regulations. The initials
“ATA” arefrom the French and English words “ Admission Temporaire/Temporary Admission.” The Bureau of
Customs, now U.S. Customs & Border Protection (CBP), appointed the U.S. Council for International
Business (*“USCIB”) as National Guaranteeing Association (NGA) and Issuing Association (1A).

Companies are required to present the ATA Carnet to CBP when leaving the country, and upon entry into and
exit from the foreign country. Upon return, the Holder must again show the ATA Carnet to CBP for duty-free
entry back into the United States. The ATA Carnet also serves as the registration of goods for the U.S. and
eliminates the need for aU.S. Customs & Border Protection Certificate of Registration Form 4455. ATA
Carnet covers most goods or merchandise, including commercial samples, professional equipment, and goods
intended for use at trade shows and exhibitions. ATA Carnet does not cover consumable or disposable items, and
is not recommended for situations where some products taken abroad may be sold in aforeign country.

However, ATA Carnet is particularly useful when a product may “travel” to several countries prior to being
returned to the United States. They are in effect for up to one year, with a possible extension for another year.

WhereCan | Usean ATA Carnet?


https://uscib.org/member-countries-ud-1582/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.uscib.org%2Fata-carnet-export-service-ud-718%2F&data=05%7C01%7Croza.pace%40trade.gov%7Ce43f279fdf0c45b7169708db2fb05738%7Ca1d183f26c7b4d9ab9945f2f31b3f780%7C1%7C0%7C638156206648720405%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SdnKmi%2FiwnecHawHGs8SgDpCQrqAyQdwwZpyLMQK%2BjU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.uscib.org%2Fata-carnet-export-service-ud-718%2F&data=05%7C01%7Croza.pace%40trade.gov%7Ce43f279fdf0c45b7169708db2fb05738%7Ca1d183f26c7b4d9ab9945f2f31b3f780%7C1%7C0%7C638156206648720405%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SdnKmi%2FiwnecHawHGs8SgDpCQrqAyQdwwZpyLMQK%2BjU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/publications/forms

The ATA Carnet is accepted by many countries and territories worldwide. For a complete list of countries and
territories covered by ATA Carnet, visit USCIB’s ATA Carnet Country page.

What arethe benefits of the ATA Carnet?

Eliminate duties and value-added taxes (VAT);

Simplify customs procedures, allowing atemporary exporter to use a single document for all customs
transactions, make arrangements in advance, and at a predetermined cost;

Allow for unlimited entries/departures for up to one year;

Facilitate reentry into the U.S. by eliminating the need to register the goods with CBP at the time of
departure;

Eliminate the need to file an Electronic Export Information form (former Shipper’ s Export Declaration)
except for those exports that require an export license;

Eliminate the need for Temporary Importation Under Bond (TIB).

Note of caution: ATA Carnet DOES NOT exempt the holders from obtaining necessary export licenses or
permits.

How do | Apply for an ATA Carnet?

ATA Carnets may be obtained from USCIB and its authorized service providers viaan online application
process. Exporters may contact other parties, such as brokers and freight forwarders, who can assist with ATA
Carnet preparation and submission. However, the ATA carnets will be issued by USCIB and its authorized
service providers.

How Much Doesan ATA Carnet Cost?

The value of the goods on the ATA carnet determines carnet processing fees.

How Long Doesit Taketo Processan ATA Carnet?

It can take two business days to process a carnet application if the application and security deposit are received
by 4:00 pm ET.

What if | Lose my Carnet Documents?

Contact the ATA Carnet service provider who issued the origina ATA Carnet to you to obtain aDuplicate ATA
Carnet in replacement of the lost Carnet.

Can | Sdll the Goods Covered Under ATA Carnet?

ATA Carnet isNOT recommended for goods intended for sale. Should some of the goods be sold, ATA Carnet
is subject to a penalty equal to 10% of the amount of the duties and taxes in addition to the payment of duties
and taxes for the goods sold off. A USCIB claims handling fee may aso apply.

For goods sold off on an ATA Carnet, acompany needs to contact alocal customs office to determine the most
appropriate procedure. Some countries, such asthe U.K. and Australia, tightly control the sale of goods
accompanied by ATA Carnets. Generadly, local customs will request that the goods and ATA Carnet be brought
to the local office before ATA Carnet expiration. Thisis done so the ATA Carnet may be properly discharged


https://uscib.org/ata-carnet-export-service/countries/
https://www.uscib.org/value-added-tax-rates-vat-by-country/
https://uscib.org/ata-carnet-export-service/apply/
https://uscib.org/ata-carnet-export-service/apply/
https://uscib.org/ata-carnet-export-service/fees/

and duties, taxes, and penalties paid.
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Global Business Navigator Chatbot Beta

Welcome to the Global Business Navigator, an artificial intelligence (Al) Chatbot from the International Trade
Administration (ITA). Thistool, currently in beta version testing, is designed to provide general information on
the exporting process and the resources available to assist new and experienced U.S. exporters. The Chatbot,
developed using Microsoft’s Azure Al services, istrained on ITA’s export-related content and aims to quickly
get users the information they need. The Chatbot is intended to make the benefits of exporting more accessible
by understanding non-expert language, idiomatic expressions, and foreign languages.

Limitations

As a beta product, the Chatbot is currently being tested and its responses may occasionally produce inaccurate or
incomplete information. The Chatbot is trained to decline out of scope or inappropriate requests. The Chatbot’s
knowledge is limited to the public information on the Export Solutions web pages of Trade.gov, which covers a
wide range of topics on exporting. While it cannot provide responses specific to a company’ s product or a
specific foreign market, its reference pages will guide you to other relevant government resources and market
research. Always double-check the Chatbot’ s responses using the provided references or by visiting the Export
Solutions web pages on Trade.gov. Do not use its responses as legal or professional advice. Inaccurate advice
from the Chatbot would not be a defense to violating any export rules or regulations.

Privacy

The Chatbot does not collect information about users and does not use the contents of users' chat history to learn
new information. All feedback is anonymous. Please do not enter personally identifiable information (PI1),
sensitive, or proprietary information into the Chatbot. Y our conversations will not be connected to other
interactions or accounts with ITA. Conversations with the Chatbot may be reviewed to help ITA improve the
tool and address harmful, illegal, or otherwise inappropriate questions.

Trandation

The Chatbot supports awide range of languages. Because the Chatbot is trained in English and responses are
tranglated, you should verify the translation. For example, the Chatbot may have difficulty with acronyms,
abbreviations, and nuances in alanguage other than English.

Privacy Program | Information Quality Guidelines | Accessibility



https://www.trade.gov/export-solutions
https://www.trade.gov/export-solutions
https://www.trade.gov/export-solutions
https://www.trade.gov/node/10110
https://www.trade.gov/sites/default/files/2021-02/ITA%20Quality%20Assurance%20Statement.pdf
https://www.trade.gov/node/14423

