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Thursday, August 7, 2008

The Office of Energy and Environmental Industries hosted James Connaughton, Chairman of the White House Council on Environmental Quality at the Department of Commerce on Thursday, August 7, to brief industry representatives on the Major Economies Process (MEP) and the recent G8 Summit in Toyako, Japan.  Deputy Assistant Secretary for Manufacturing Jamie Estrada introduced Chairman Connaughton, who focused on two texts: the G8 Declaration on Environment and Climate Change and the Declaration of Leaders Meeting of Major Economies on Energy Security and Climate Change.  
The G8 Declaration and Major Economies Leaders Declaration  underscore the importance of global participation in climate change cooperation – including the need for India and China to commit to further actions – and make clear the need for a bottom-up, sector-based approach to climate change.
The Major Economies leaders agreed on the importance of working with scientists from the International Panel on Climate Change and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.  They agreed on the need for a long-term vision that realistically assesses science, technology, and economics; as well as the need to set achievable carbon goals.  Additionally, there was recognition  of the need for urgent action between now and 2012 and a commitment to taking on actions included in paragraph 10 of the Bali Action Plan.
The leaders also recognized the importance of forestry and the need for a comprehensive adaptation policy to address the climate change that has already occurred from past emissions.  Yet adaptation, the participants agreed, should be done in the context of sustainable development and poverty reduction – specifically because developing countries will likely be affected the most by a changing climate.

In his briefing to industry, Chairman Connaughton underscored the need for commercial development and deployment of large-scale renewable resources, additional nuclear power stations, and carbon, capture, and storage technology. Chairman Connaughton also emphasized the need for climate negotiators to line up their goals within the realm of national possibilities and realities.   
Connaughton noted that the G8 Leaders agreed to discuss climate change at their annual meeting next summer, before the UN climate change discussions take place in Copenhagen in December 2009. Chairman Connaughton also pointed out the need for all countries to eliminate tariff barriers on clean energy goods and services, as a first step to show their commitment to address climate change.  

