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SUSTAINABILITY AND U.S. COMPETITIVENESS SUMMIT
OCTOBER 8, 2009

FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSION THEMES

The following Summit discussion themes are not ordered in any particular manner nor are they meant to be an exhaustive list of every topic that was discussed in the Summit’s afternoon focus groups. Rather, it is a compilation of the major themes that arose in each of the three focus group rooms over the course of the day. This document is for informational purposes and should not be taken as an indication of actionable items on the part of the U.S. Department of Commerce or other federal government agencies in attendance. A document will be posted in the near future on this website titled “Next Steps” which will lay out actionable items the U.S. Department of Commerce will undertake to meet industry needs related to the themes listed below.
· The Federal Government should facilitate industry discussions on sustainability-related topics, concerns, and needs in order to fill information or programmatic gaps that exist in  the market place
· There is a need for a common sustainability “framework” or “language” in order to enhance supply chain efficiencies between and within industries and to provide companies with a greater understanding of how different industries define sustainable products or processes

· Customers throughout the supply chain would like greater product “traceability” to assist them in evaluating the nature of a product’s sustainability claims (e.g., a “nutritional” label)
· The Federal Government could provide more industry specific information and analysis related to sustainable manufacturing
· Many small and medium size manufacturers do not have the time, resources or information to assist them in assessing their sustainability needs or implementing the appropriate sustainable business practices
· Firms urgently need access to capital in the current economic climate, not just for new technologies, but for retooling existing firm infrastructure
· The current domestic and international standards framework resembles a patchwork of competing and confusing standards which acts as an operating cost to businesses

· More information is needed on the financial case for sustainability, including information that helps companies  embrace a new method of thinking regarding ROI on sustainability-related investments and business practices
· Some companies need assistance defining product or process sustainability and measuring the costs and benefits of sustainable practices, especially in gathering data that is difficult or burdensome to collect
· Companies need access to appropriate metrics, both industry specific and in some cases simplified metrics (especially LCA)

· Companies would like access to information and analysis related to domestic environmental legislation or regulatory decisions that impact businesses and economic activity
· The Federal Government should devote more resources toward workforce development in regard to the skill-sets needed related to “green” jobs

· The Federal Government should actively promote sustainability and economic development on a regional basis by encouraging businesses, local governments, academia, and others to act together to achieve greater benefits than can be gained by individual companies acting alone
· There needs to be more incentives for companies to embrace sustainable and “green” technologies and practices

