
Sustainability at Shaw



• Leading flooring manufacturer

• Wholly owned subsidiary of 
Berkshire Hathaway

• Headquartered in Dalton, 
Georgia

• Founded in 1967

• Annual revenue of $4 billion

• 25,000 associates

• Largest manufacturing 
employer in Georgia

Shaw Overview



Our Products Global provider of carpet, rugs, 
hardwood, laminate, tile & stone, 
resilient, and turf for residential 
and commercial application



Sustainability Through InnovationTM

• Committed to creating the most beautiful and 
sustainable flooring in the world

• Dedicated to helping create a better planet for our 
customers, our people and our communities

• Driven to continuously improve every aspect of our 
business

• Dedicated to the Cradle to CradleSM philosophy

THAT’S THE SHAW GREEN EDGE®



Three Pillars of Sustainability

• Innovative Products and Services

• Operational and Environmental Excellence

• Corporate Governance and Social Responsibility
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Cradle to CradleSM 
Philosophy

• Design with the end in mind

• Waste nothing 

• Design products with a continuous 
cycle of use for the materials used 
in those products

• At the end of their useful lives, 
Cradle to Cradle products can be 
reclaimed, disassembled and 
remanufactured back into 
themselves. 

• Over and over again.



• Certification by McDonough Braungart Design Chemistry 
(MBDC)

• Components

– Using environmentally safe and healthy materials

– Design for material reutilization, such as recycling 
or composting

– The use of renewable energy and energy efficiency

– Efficient use of water, and maximum water quality associated with 
production

– Instituting strategies for social responsibility

Shaw is the only carpet and hardwood flooring manufacturer in 
the world with Cradle to Cradle Silver certified products.

Cradle to CradleCM ertification



Anso® NYLON FIBER

• SCS Certified 25% 
post-consumer 
recycled content 

• Abrasion resistant 
with limited lifetime 
warranties

• Cradle to CradleCM 
certified

• Unsurpassed stain 
resistance



EcoWorx® TILE BACKING

• 100% PVC & phthalates free

• Contains 40% recycled 
content

• Backed with an 
environmental guarantee for 
free cradle-to-cradle recycling

• Cradle to CradleCM certified

• Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) Presidential 
Green Chemistry award



Epic® HARDWOOD

• Made with EnviroCore, a dense 
inner layer composed of 
recycled wood fiber

• Uses 50% less newly harvested 
wood than traditional 
engineered hardwood

• Offers beauty, durability, and 
performance

• Cradle to CradleCM certified
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Sustainability:
Operational & Environmental Excellence



Our Goals
• In partnership with the United States Department of Energy Save Energy Now Leader 

Program, we will reduce our energy intensity by 25 percent by 2017.

• We will reduce our post-industrial waste to landfill by 90 percent by year-end 2011.

• In addition to the significant water reductions we have made to our water consumption since 
1999, we will further reduce our water intensity by 25 percent by 2010, and by 40 percent 
by 2016.

• We have set a target OSHA incidence rate of less than 1.0 by year-end 2010.

• We will reduce our greenhouse gas intensity by 25 percent by 2017. As a founding reporter 
of The Climate Registry, we will publicly report our verified Greenhouse Gas Inventory.



Reclamation
• Each year, over 3 

billion pounds of 
carpet end up in 
landfills, making it 
the second largest 
waste contributor.

• Shaw takes 
responsibility for our 
products at the end 
of their useful lives.

• Shaw has reclaimed 
over 400 million 
pounds in the past 
4 years.



Evergreen 
Where Nylon 6 Becomes More Nylon 6

• World's largest type 6 nylon 
recycling facility

• Located in Augusta, GA

• Purchased in 2005

• Invested over $30 million to improve 
efficiencies and capacity

• Reopened in February 2007

• Facility designed to recover 
caprolactam, the monomer for Nylon 
6, from post-consumer carpet again 
and again without degrading the 
material

• Recycles 80-100M pounds of post-
consumer carpet per year



EcoEdge™  
PCR N6,6 Pellet

• Made from 100% Post Consumer Nylon 
Carpet Fiber

• Pilot Trials Complete – Beginning 
Production Phase 

• High Quality Resin for Engineered Resin 
Market

• Potential end use applications include 
automotive parts, pneumatic fittings and 
wheel casters



Waste-to-Energy
• Conserving natural resources 

and providing a new source of 
energy

• Developed through partnership 
with Siemens Building 
Technologies

• Converts waste into steam 
energy for one of our Dalton, GA 
plants

• Last year

– Processed 10M pounds of carpet 
waste

– Processed 11M pounds of wood 
flour waste

– Saved $600K in energy costs



Re2E
Energy Reclamation

• Expansion of carpet reclamation and 
recycling

• New Re2E, or Reclaim-to-Energy, 
facility in Dalton, GA 

• Currently under construction

• Fueled by reclaimed carpet materials 
from both internal manufacturing 
operations and post-consumer carpet 
collections

• Expected to convert more than 84 
million pounds of reclaimed carpet 
materials into steam and electricity 
for the manufacturing site per year



• Joint venture with DAK Americas, LLC to 
recycle PET bottles

• Opened in Fayetteville, NC in July 2010

• New facility will:

– Produce recycled PET from post-consumer 
PET bottles

– Recycle 120 million pounds per year during 
start-up phase

– Save over 1 million cubic yards of landfill 
space per year

– Save 2.5 trillion BTUs of energy annually—
equal to the energy required to power 
18,000 U.S. homes per year

Clear Path Recycling
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Sustainability:
Corporate Social Responsibility



Shaw and Shaw 
associates 
contributed 
130,000 hours 
and over $2M to 
United Way last 
year.



Partnered with Brad Pitt’s 
Make It Right foundation to 
support rebuilding New 
Orleans

• Helping the residents of the 
Lower 9th Ward to rebuild their 
lives and communities after 
Hurricane Katrina

• Transforming the 
neighborhood into safe and 
healthy homes

• Named “the largest, greenest 
neighborhood of single family 
homes in America” by United 
States Green Building Council



Operating the country’s 
largest Prison Industry 
Enterprise program through 
Anderson Hardwood in 
South Carolina

• 12 year program

• Inmates handcraft hardwood 
floors

• Wages contribute to victim 
restitution, room & board, inmate 
savings, family allocation, and 
spending money

• For inmates who work in the 
program at least one year, the 
likelihood of returning to prison 
after release drops to 11% -- 
compared to the national average 
of 68%. 



Shaw Launches Second Annual 
Sustainability Report



Highlights from Sustainability Report 



Panel Discussion

• Moderated by Werner Braun, 
Carpet & Rug Institute
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