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Just before turning it over to our last speaker, I'd like to thank a number of people who have made this conference possible and who have worked harder than we can ever imagine to pull off what we have seen in the last couple of days.  First and foremost, I'd like to thank the Mayor, Mayor Franklin, who has been a great supporter of this conference, who has provided great leadership, and not only that, but convinced us to come back again to Atlanta.  And I know she's a little bit under the weather, but she has been here and has been supportive and has demonstrated that mayors have no choice but to lead, and the great great mayors understand that this isn't about philosophy but about achieving results, and I can think of no greater mayor than Shirley Franklin. Thank you Mayor.

[Applause]

And from the mayor's office, Luz Borrero: thank you very much for all of your help. Thank you very much.  Where is Luz, is she here? Under the weather too.

Alright, now we have the CIFAL Atlanta staff, and the CIFAL's one and only President and Chief Director, my good friend and the master of ceremonies extraordinaire, Alex Mejia.  

[Applause]

Thank you Alex and thank you for last night and thanks for all that you do and the passion that you put into this event. Thank you very much.  My partner at the office and a great leader in putting this together and also a great leader in our hemisphere, Undersecretary for International  Trade, Chris Padilla. 

[Applause]

The first time that we decided to do this conference, someone came to see me and he said, “Look I have this idea.  Let’s have this conference,” and it sounded like a good idea, and I said, “Let’s go ahead and have another meeting, and we'll move on to something else after that.” And amazingly, here we are 2 years later, and I think we have something that will last for a long time.  And we owe that to the foresight and vision of my good friend and Deputy Assistant Secretary for the Western Hemisphere, Walter Bastian.  

[Applause]

And before she collapses I want to recognize the individual who’s taken Walter’s vision and strategies and ideas and actually put them into place. And from the beginning, all the way through to the end, saw our program, every single minute detail, every single event, every single aspect that has made this successful. And I just can't thank enough: Alysia Wilson.

[Applause]

Thank you Alysia.  Also, the choreographer who brought all of these pieces together and made it work and made it come to life. Also a great friend at the office, and a great executive, Jack McDougle.

[Applause]

And then every operation requires a field general. We have a tough field general at the Commerce Department who keeps things on track and on schedule and always wears these big boots just in case he's got to use them. Where’s Tom Michael. Tom Michael!

[Applause]

Tom! Tom Michael!  Okay, also smoothing out all the administrative wrinkles and all the details you don't see, Rick Dubick.

[Applause]

And then someone had to keep us safe and make sure we just kept going to meetings and there were no incidents. Thanks for keeping us safe: Bob Page.  

[Applause]

Okay, and then 2 other people who have worked with our staffs and with the hemisphere and who I’ve grown to respect and enjoy working with very very much, my good friend Geri Word and John Andersen.  Geri and John.

[Applause]

And then finally the Commerce staff, the NOAA, ITA, State Department, Homeland Security, Health and Human Services, USTR, Small Business Administration, the Department of Energy and the White House. Everyone from the administration, please just stand up, I hope it isn’t everyone in the crowd. Thank you!

[Applause]

Okay and then on the screen we have the sponsors and we have the partners. Many of them have been part of the conference, many have spoken, and we could not have done this without the names of the companies and their leaders that on are on these screens. Thank you very much.
[Applause]

Okay and I want to thank the speakers that have made the event what it has been, and who have put in a great deal of work and have contributed. I’ve learned an awful lot from each one of the speakers, and they also lift this whole thing up and bring a tremendous contribution. So those who participated in these events and who spoke and were part of the panels, thank you.

[Applause]

And I want to thank the attendees, because you ultimately believed in what we were doing and you felt that it was worth taking the time to be here with us. So thank you. 
As I sat through the meetings over the past few days, and I was in the conference a lot more than the previous one, there is no question, I am convinced that this hemisphere is on the verge of a great era of growth innovation and prosperity. Already today in a very quiet way in a very discreet way, you may have noticed that we have in the hemisphere some of the fastest growing economies in the world.  Nobody talks a lot about that, everyone seems to focus on China and India, but we have not one or two but a number of China’s and India’s right here in our hemisphere.  And I can feel, and I’m sure that many of you can, that we are on the verge of great things.  
We’ve talked about how ideologues have stolen the term social justice and have somehow convinced people that social justice means class warfare or that social justice means punishing one group to benefit another group, and that social justice somehow competes with prosperity.  And that social justice means tension, and means controlling people, and means taking freedom away because we have a score to settle. We think that social justice is about opportunity and what makes us different in this room is that we have a different agenda. Social justice is actually what happens inside of corporations.  You bring people in, you respect them all, you give them opportunities, you promote people on the basis of merit, you train everyone, and you give people the freedom to move up depending on how much they want to work and how much they want to do.  That, I believe is real social justice. Not what we have seen, and not the kind of social justice that we said yesterday makes everyone equal by making everyone poor. That’s not social justice, that’s easy to do. The hard part is to make everyone equal by giving everyone the opportunity to lift themselves up. That's difficult.  That requires real real leadership.  
I don't believe that ideology can substitute for prosperity.  And in those countries where you hear a lot of ideology and where somehow people believe that is going to carry the day, down the road the people who will succeed and the leaders who will be real leaders are the ones who make people’s lives better, not the ones who fill their heads with ideology.  There is no substitute for prosperity.  And ideology is definitely not a substitute for prosperity.  
The one thing I’ve learned from these meetings and I think about my own small experience in the private sector, is innovation and growth and ideas and motivation and excitement go hand in hand with freedom.  And the more freedom you put in place, the more magic you'll find from people.  And bringing things close to a central government and taking things away from people and controlling people does not spark innovation. What does is believing in people, giving them self confidence, and giving them freedom.  So perhaps the biggest and most powerful economic and competitiveness strategy that we have is freedom.  And there are countries from Argentina to Canada that are proving that, and will prove that over the next 5, 10, 15, 20 years that through results. And there are countries that are proving the opposite - that taking away freedom does not work.  And time will take care of it all.  Time will be a great judge of what works.  
I have one more thanks to give.  And a lot of people have said this is great and the Commerce Department- you've thanked me because I lead the Commerce Department, and we've done this forum.  We’re doing this forum because President Bush asked us to do this forum.  And I can tell you that there has never been a closer friend of this hemisphere in our Oval Office than President George Bush.  And the rhetoric will suggest something else, but the facts and results and history will record a very different story. Of the eleven free trade agreements that have been signed since the President took office, 8 have been in this hemisphere.  More trips than you can count.  More meetings in the Oval Office than you can count.  More aid than you can count.  More attendance to multilateral meetings. More support for multilateral meetings. More phone calls to leaders. More support for governments on all sides of the ideological spectrum.  
So as a gift, and as something to leave behind, what I know President Bush would like to see, is that you take this ACF, you take this Americas Competitiveness Forum, and run with it.  Make it better, and improve it, and make it yours, and make it something you can look back on and be proud of, and have it be something exclusively of the Americas: North America, South America, Central America, and the Caribbean. And in that spirit, my last event here is to turn over the baton to the next host city.  And in order to do that, I’d like to have please Mayor Shirley Franklin, and the Minister of Economy from Chile, Hugo Lavados, who will be the next host city, Santiago, Chile, who will be the next host for the ACF.  
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